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BREAKING NEWS: R. Kelly taken into custody after failing to pay $161k in child support
Anybody famous can be accused

INSIDE
R. Kelly speaks out for first time since arrest
THIS
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Yet another March in Selma - the
Birthplace of modern democracy in America
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Recording artist R. Kelly, shown here in 2013, has been charged with aggravated sex abuse in Cook County, Ill. File Photo UPI/Phil McCarten | License Photo

By Nicholas Sakelaris and Karen Butler
UPI
Rhythm and blues singer R. Kelly for the
first time since his arrest has spoken out about

Will Smith to play Venus, Serena
Williams’ dad in new film
Page 8

underage at the time of incident. The allegations date back to 1998. He bonded out Feb.
25 with his bail set at $1 million.

See Kelly, page 3

Luke Perry, of ‘90210,’ ‘Riverdale’ fame, dead at 52
By Annie Martin and Danielle Haynes
UPI
Beverly Hills, 90210 alum and Riverdale star Luke Perry is dead at age 52.
Entertainment Tonight confirmed the
actor died Monday after having a “massive” stroke last week.
Perry’s representative, Arnold Robinson, told USA Today Perry’s fiancée,
Wendy Madison Bauer, children, 21-yearold son Jack and 18-year-old daughter
Sophie, and other family members were
by the star’s side when he died.
“He was surrounded by his children
Jack and Sophie, fianceé Wendy Madison
Bauer, ex-wife Minnie Sharp, mother
Ann Bennett, step-father Steve Bennett,

brother Tom Perry, sister Amy Coder, and
other close family and friends,” Robinson
said in a statement.
“The family appreciates the outpouring of support and prayers that have been
extended to Luke from around the world,
and respectfully request privacy in this
time of great mourning,” he added. “No
further details will be released at this
time.”
Perry was rushed to the hospital last
week after having a stroke Wednesday at
his home in Sherman Oaks, Calif. Perry’s
Riverdale co-stars Lili Reinhart and Cole
Sprouse and former Beverly Hills, 90210
cast mates Shannen Doherty and Ian

See PERRY, page 5
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Michael Cohen returns to testify in Congress after last week’s
fiery remarks
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the criminal sexual abuse charges against him
in Illinois, in a dramatic interview with CBS
News.
Kelly faces 10 counts of aggravated sexual
abuse from four women, three of whom were

CONTACT ME NOW

Thousands Uprooted from Safe
Haven Now Desperate for Food,
Water and Shelter
Page 5
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Foreign Minister
The green new deal: The left’s phony
Jawad Zarif could attempt to co-opt Trump’s Labor Populism
be the Deng
Xiaoping of Iran
By Dania Koleilat Khatib
UPI
Facing Jawad Zarif’s resignation, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu commented “good riddance.” U.S.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo described Iran’s foreign
minister as a frontman for a corrupt religious mafia and
wondered whether his resignation will stick. Actually, confirming Pompeo’s doubts, it did not stick. After receiving a
memo from the supreme leader in which Zarif was urged
for the “interest of the regime” to withdraw his resignation,
the latter complied.
Those hoping for a high-level defection at the heart of
the Iranian regime got disappointed as the disagreement
was quickly mended at the request of the supreme leader.
What was the motive behind this swift resignation? Was it an
impulsive reaction, an expression of pride following Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad’s meeting with Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani?
Zarif was kept aside from the meeting. Though the government said that the foreign minister’s absence was due to an
administrative lack of coordination, some sources say that
Assad did not want Zarif to be present.
The resignation could also be a tactic Zarif used to prove
to the regime that he has the upper hand and to show his
superiors his value. At the end, Zarif is the civilized face of
the Islamic republic with the Western world. Regardless of
his ideological aspirations, it is obvious that Zarif’s main
concern has been to engage Iran with the world, namely the
West. Zarif’s main achievement in foreign policy is the Joint
Comprehensive Plan Of Action. Now that the United States
has withdrawn from the agreement, Zarif is struggling to
prevent the JCPOA from unraveling.
One of his main tasks is to keep Iran’s trade flow with
Europe. This is why he is working with European countries
on special payment vehicles to circumvent the sanctions that
are targeting the financial system in Iran. To facilitate trade,
Zarif is also trying to push Iran to register with the Financial
Action Task Force, which is an intergovernmental regulatory
body designed to insure transparency of financial transactions
and to combat money laundering and terrorist funding.
On this, Zarif is finding resistance internally from the
hard-liners, as it will limit their ability to launder money
and to finance their proxies in the region. This is not the
first instance when members of the regime antagonized Zarif. At the height of the negotiations for the JCPOA, while
Iran should have done its best to show good intentions, it
chose to show prowess. Iranians insisted on continuing the
missile testing, which is a direct breach of United Nations
resolutions. They captured 10 American sailors whose boat
had drifted into Iranian waters. A video was released by the
revolutionary guards featuring the sailors on their knees
while an official bragged that Americans humbly admitted
“Iranian might and power.”
As today, hard-liners are emerging as the winning bloc
in Iran and as Qassim Soleimani is gaining increasing popularity, can Zarif use this step to give the reformist agenda
a boost? Will he be able to keep Iran engagement with the
West, despite American sanctions? Will Zarif be able to
play the role Deng Xiaoping played in modernizing China
in the 1980s?
Following the disastrous ideology-driven policies of Mao
Zedong in China, the country plunged into horrible poverty.
Den Xiaoping, his successor, took a different approach. He
implemented economic reforms, allowed trade and welcomed
foreign investments while taking a setback on the communist
ideology and its support for the Soviet Union foreign policy.
His motto was “Hide your strength, bide your time.”
Will Zarif persuade Iran to hide its “might and power”
for the time being and focus on development? Will Zarif
persuade the Iranian leadership to take a softer stance on
foreign policy in order to leave room for domestic growth?
Since the time of Ruhollah Khomeini, the supreme leader’s
main mantra has been to denounce foreign intervention and
influence. Trade and foreign investments could be viewed
as the tentacles of Western influence in Iran. However, Zarif
can always give China as an example.
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The florid Green New
Deal proposed by newly
elected Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez has been
widely panned by critics
on both the right and the
left -- but perhaps most
notably by Democratic Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer. What many critics
of the deal fail to note, however, is that the supposed
“New Deal” is the Democrats’ most recent attempt
to co-opt President Donald
Trump’s populist agenda.
The Green New Deal
seeks to achieve on paper
what the laws of both physics and economics would
not allow in practice: It
is attempting to appeal to
the strength of the American worker while at the
same time discouraging
American industrialism.
But before we get ahead of
ourselves, let’s take a look
at the not-so-green origins
of this stale, almost comical idea.
President Trump’s 2016
campaign slogan, “Make
America Great Again,” has
been a wildly powerful rallying cry for his largely bluecollar Rust Belt base. For
them, the slogan stands for
secure borders, unfettered
enterprise and fair trade.
Democrats, although they
pretend otherwise, clearly know this. They know
that the Rust Belt counties
across Pennsylvania, Ohio
and West Virginia that voted
overwhelmingly for Obama
in 2008 and 2012 also voted
overwhelmingly for Trump
in 2016. This singular fact
shows it was not Trump’s
allegedly “bigoted” rhetoric
that attracted these voters
-- most of whom helped
elect America’s first black
president just eight years
prior to Trump’s election
-- but Trump’s promise to
restore prosperity to their
dying industrial towns.
Although, in their hearts
of hearts, Democrats know

that economic factors drove
traditionally Democratic
voters to elect Trump, they
do not have a plan of their
own to restore economic
prosperity to wide
swaths of
the U.S.
population. Rathe r, t h e y
do have a
ARMSTRONG
WILLIAMS
plan, but
it is not a
new one. The Democrats’
plan is the same as it has
always been: the Robin
Hood strategy. That is, they
want to steal from the rich
and give to the poor. That’s
why the Green New Deal
is based almost entirely on
cost-shifting, taxation and
wealth redistribution rather
than job creation and sound
industrial policy.
And here’s the proof:
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez celebrated her “successful”
attempt to prevent Amazon from building a new
headquarters and flagship
distribution center in New
York City. Let that sink in
for a minute. Democrats
are celebrating the fact that
their constituents will not
be the recipients of a major
job boom -- in a community
that desperately needs jobs.
Amazon was guaranteeing
New York 25,000 jobs up
front and up to 50,000 jobs
over the next two decades,
not to mention more than
$27 billion in state government tax revenues. New
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
who knew just how beneficial Amazon’s proposed
headquarters would be for
the state, made the highly
unusual move of openly
criticizing Democrats in
the New York Legislature
who killed the deal. The
three-term governor called
the plan’s demise “the greatest tragedy that I have seen
since I have been in government.”

The irony here is that
Amazon and its CEO, Jeff
Bezos, were actually trying
to reward Democrats by
placing their headquarters
in Long Island City, New
York, which, historically,
has been one of the least
business-friendly places in
the country. Amazon could
have easily -- and far more
profitably -- built its new
headquarters in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, or Lansing,
Michigan, for example. But
this was always more about
optics than about a practical
job plan.
This leads us to the
second prong of Trump’s
populism and Democrat’s
failing plans to incorporate
it into their dumb new deal:
that is, making the American worker more globally
competitive by negotiating
strong trade deals. Trump’s
trade sanctions against China and other grossly unfair
trading partners are trying to
address a lopsided trade regime that has lasted almost
50 years. President Bill
Clinton offered a compromise in the form of NAFTA,
which he claimed would
enable the American worker
to get a bigger piece of the
manufacturing pie than
if China were left unfettered. At the end of the day,
NAFTA did very little to
stem the declining tide of
American manufacturing
and may have even hastened
its demise.
Trump has worked diligently to put new deals in
place, including ongoing
negotiations with China,
which he forced by imposing massive trade sanctions,
as well as with the EU. The
president has also negotiated more labor-friendly
deals with Mexico and Canada. The Green New Deal
similarly wants to privilege
American manufacturing by
incorporating protectionist
trade policies. But here’s
where the proposed legisla-

tion takes a sharp left turn.
The Green New Deal’s proponents want to prevent jobkilling imports from China
and other countries, but they
also call for the replacement
of those imports with a massive investment in so-called
clean manufacturing in the
United States.
This is a fantastical idea.
The heavy manufacturing
sectors that have caused
the trade imbalance in the
U.S. are based on extraction industries such as steel
manufacturing and energy
harvesting (natural gas,
oil and other fossil fuel
extraction). Those are not
so-called “clean” industries,
and they never will be. But
Democrats want to have
their cake and eat it, too.
They believe they can have
plentiful clean energy on the
cheap -- if only government
would get in on the game
and make massive taxpayerfunded investments in unproven technologies.
At the end of the day, it
all comes down to the triedand-failed laws of centralized command and picking
winners and losers. Obama
tried this out during an energy crisis in this country,
and most of the renewable
energy projects he threw
money at failed miserably,
leaving taxpayers on the
hook for billions of dollars
in loan guarantees. This socalled Green New Deal is
only new in the sense that
it offers to waste even more
taxpayer money.
Armstrong Williams is
manager and sole owner
of Howard Stirk Holdings
I & II Broadcast Television
Stations and Executive Editor of American CurrentSee
online magazine. Watch our
Right Side Forum every
Saturday on NewsChannel
8 TV 28, 10:30 a.m. to 11
a.m., with repeats at 6:30
p.m. EST.

Hadrian’s Wall was a policy
statement; so is Donald Trump’s
By: Brian Jenkins
UPI
Hadrian’s Wall runs 73
miles across northern England from the North Sea
in the east to the Irish Sea
in the west, marking the
northern frontier of the
Roman Empire in 122 A.D.
Made of squared stone, its
height varies from 11 to 20
feet. It was finished with
plaster, then whitewashed
-- winding across the landscape like some giant art
installation.
Deep ditches filled with
entanglements augmented
the wall itself, which was
reinforced by turrets, castles and forts. It took three
Roman legions six years to
complete the project.
President Donald
Trump’s initial proposal
for a wall on the Mexican
border described it as a
30-foot-high concrete wall
running more than 2,000
miles. That plan has been
abandoned in favor of a less
ambitious 722-mile barrier
that includes a combination
of wall, fences and other
security measures -- steel
slats are also in the running.
Opponents of the wall are
suggesting a “smart” or virtual wall of high-tech surveillance systems, but the
president has tenaciously

held on to the idea of a large
physical structure, a “big,
beautiful wall,” and seems
determined to get it.
It’s not clear if Hadrian’s Wall was necessary
to prevent Scottish fighters
from invading the Roman
Empire. Neither is it clear
how effective Trump’s wall
would be at repelling illegal
immigrants and smugglers.
Hadrian’s Wall may have
been of symbolic value to
those on both sides of it.
Trump’s could be, too.
Historians are still debating exactly why the
Emperor Hadrian built his
wall. The tribes of Scotland
had resisted the Roman
advance, but did not pose
much of a military threat,
certainly not one requiring
such massive defensive
measures.
And Scotland was
sparsely populated at the
time. Walls enable states
to more effectively control
traffic and impose duties,
but it is not clear that there
was enough commerce in
the area to justify the cost
of building the wall.
Hadrian’s autobiography
might have provided clues
about his thinking, but it has
not survived.
Walls are built primarily for security reasons,
but to answer why Trump

is so fiercely committed
to a physical wall on the
southern border, one must
look beyond the talk of an
“invasion” and “national
security crisis.”
Mexico is not about to
invade the United States
and the White House has
backed off from its claim
that thousands of terrorists
are being stopped at the
southern border.
A wall might impede the
smuggling of drugs or people, but probably is not the
most effective or efficient
way of doing so. There
are still over 300 ports of
entry on the southern border, which are essential to
commerce.
And desperate people
have a way of getting over
or under physical barriers -or around them. Hundreds
of thousands of migrants
cross the Mediterranean
each year to get to Europe.
In 1980, 125,000 Cubans
crossed the straits to land
in Florida. Fleeing political
chaos in 1991, more than
40,000 Haitian refugees
headed across the Caribbean to Florida.
Many were turned back.
Others were sent to Guantanamo Bay. Drowning boat
people also create humanitarian crises.
As for the narcotics traf-

fic, it was the more effective
interdiction of the drug
traffic coming across the
Caribbean from Columbia
that led to the development
of new smuggling routes
through Mexico and Central America and the growth
of the Mexican cartels. The
drug traffic will likely adapt
to any new measures. Walls
can also be powerful pieces
of architectural propaganda.
Many people in the United
States fear displacement
by peoples of other races,
ethnicities and religions -in other words, immigrants.
And not just the illegals, but
all foreigners.
America is changing
demographically. Increased
immigration, especially
from Latin America, Asia
and the Middle East, has
caused anxiety.
Not a few white American Christians see themselves being displaced as
a matter of misguided government policy. The promise of a wall could be seen
as a visible commitment to
prevent this.
Hadrian understood
the power of architecture.
Building walls of wood and
stone across the northern
reaches of the empire not
already protected by natural
barriers was a statement of
policy.
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Kelly

continued from page 1

In an interview airing
on CBS This Morning
Wednesday, Kelly said it’s
“not true” he had sex with
underage girls, held women
against their will or sexually assaulted them.
He emphasized that he
defeated two cases and
similar charges years ago.
“People are going back
to my past, OK? That’s exactly what they’re doing,”
he said. “They’re going
back to the past, and they
trying to add all of this stuff
now to that.
To make all of this stuff
that’s going on now feels
real to people.”
The singer in the interview cast doubt on the
accusations, saying anyone
famous can be accused of
impropriety in the present social and political

H

climates. He also pointed
a finger at musicians John
Legend and Lady Gaga for
publicly condemning him.
“I have nothing against
none of these artists,” he
said.
“But I think it’s not professional for them to do
that.
Because something like
this can happen to any artist. Anybody famous.
“Anybody famous can
get accused of so many
different things.”
The charges against Kelly followed the release of
a documentary in January
called Surviving R. Kelly.
“Why would I? How
stupid would it be for R.
Kelly -- with all that I’ve
through in my way, way
past -- to hold somebody
[against their will]?” he
asked. “How stupid would
I be to do that?”
“Quit playing. I didn’t

do this stuff! This is not
me!,” Kelly said, emotional, at one point of the
interview.
“I’m fighting for my
[expletive] life!”
There are also accusations that Kelly runs a sex
cult. Kelly lives with two
women, Azriel Clary and
Joycelyn Savage. Savage’s
parents have said their
daughter was kidnapped
by Kelly. Savage told CBS
This Morning she is living
with the singer on her own
free will.
He also owes $160,000
in back child support.
Attorney Michael Avenatti, who claims to have
found a tape from the 1990s
that shows the singer having sex with an underage
girl, said it doesn’t matter
how long ago the cases
happened.
Kelly has a court date on
March 22.

Haskins
Funeral Home, LLC
A MINISTRY of Comfort...

In Your Time
of Need,
Call our Daddy
The funeral home
located in the heart of
the community, with the
community at heart!

601 East Ash Street • Goldsboro, NC
FAX: 919.734.0080
919.736.5000
www.haskinsfh.com

March 7-20, 2019

Smart. Safe. Dependable Energy.

Delivery, service, installation
• Residential • commeRcial • agRicultuRal

ProPane Consumers:
Gas prices are on the rise!
Lock in your rate now!
For a limited time:

• lock in youR pRice UNTIL MAY 20, 2019
at an extRa-low pRice
• get an even loweR fiRst fill Rate
• fRee standaRd installation
• no Run out guaRantee
• fRee safety check
Whole house heat customers only. limited time offer.
other restrictions apply. call today for all of the details.

amerigas

703 s george st. goldsboro, nc 27530
(919) 734-2301

amerigas

2448 us hwy 258 n kinston, nc 28504
(252) 527-4148

www.dailydrummediagroup.com

3

4

March 7-20, 2019

The Daily Drum

Northeast Regional School
of Biotechnology & Agriscience
1215 St. Andrews Street
Jamesville, NC

www.dailydrummediagroup.com

Yet another March in Selma
- the Birthplace of modern
democracy in America

Now
Accepting
Student
Now Taking
Applications
for the 2018-2019
Applications
For The
School Year for
2019-2020
School
Year
Our Freshman
Class

ast Regional School
hnology & Agriscience
Northeast Regional School

Northeast
St. Andrews
Street Regional School
of Biotechnology
& Agriscience
of
Biotechnology
& Agriscience
amesville, NC
1215 St. Andrews Street

1215 St. Andrews
Jamesville,Street
NC
king Applications
Jamesville, NC
he 2018-2019
Now Taking
Applications
Now
Accepting
Student
hoolNow
Year
for
Taking
for theApplications
2018-2019
reshman
Class
Applications
For
School Year
forThe

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. leads 2019 Selma to Montgomery marchers in prayer for
the nation.
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secure the right to vote for
By Jesse Jackson
9-13 and the
African Americans
Trice Edney WireGrades
young, and for providing the
This past weekend, polit- foundation for future battles
ical leaders from across the for equality, including the
country gathered in Selma, equal rights of women.
Alabama, to commemorate When former Alabama Gov.
“Bloody Sunday,” the 1965 George Wallace was ill late
march across the Edmund in his life, I joined him for
Pettus Bridge where peace- prayer. I asked him why he
ful demonstrators, attempt- unleashed the troopers on
ing to cross the bridge, were the demonstrators in 1965.
He said, “I did them a
violently driven back by
favor.”
Wallace argued that
Alabama State Troopers,
Dallas County Sheriff ’s the mob would have been
deputies and a horse-mount- much worse on the peaceful
ed posse wielding billy marchers. He never even
clubs and water hoses to considered that he might
have used the troopers to
savage the crowd.
The horrors played on protect them from the mob.
TV sets across the country That was a mentality that,
generated a national outrage as Dr. Martin Luther King
that provided the final impe- taught, could only be chaltus for passage of the 1965 lenged by nonviolent proVoting Rights Act. In many test that demonstrated our
ways, Selma is the birth- humanity while demanding
place of modern democ- our rights. In the comracy in America, helping to memorative ceremonies this
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year, presidential candidates
Sen. Bernie Sanders and
Cory Booker, as well as
Sen. Sherrod Brown and
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton were joined
by many legislators and
political leaders. They sensibly called on participants
to rise up again to challenge
the revival of systematic
efforts to suppress the vote
and to push back against
the outrageous Supreme
Court decision in Shelby v.
Holder.
This decision gutted enforcement provisions of
the Voting Rights Act, and
opened the floodgates to a
wave of discriminatory state
laws meant to keep people
of color from exercising
their right to vote. There are
laws that now require new
forms of ID, voting districts
have been gerrymandered
and voter rolls purged.
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Thousands Uprooted from Safe Haven Now Desperate for
Food, Water and Shelter
By Global Information
Network
Trice Edney Wire
An estimated 30,000 refugees have been uprooted
by officials in Cameroon
and Nigeria this month and
sent to known hotbeds of
insurgents including Boko
Haram on the Nigerian side
of the border. Humanitarian groups including Action against Hunger are
questioning the wisdom of
forcing refugees to move to
the city of Rann in Borno
state, the epicentre of the
decade-long insurgency
that has killed more than
27,000.
“Reports from sources
on the ground indicate that
these people are in dire
need of aid,” a UN briefing

note stated. There were also
questions about whether
the returns complied with
international law on refugees, which require returns
to be voluntary, the Agence
France Press reported.
International and na-

tional humanitarian organizations abandoned Rann
in January due to ongoing
insecurity.
Shashwat Saraf, the
country director of Action
Against Hunger in Nigeria, said it was “difficult to

imagine” it being safe for
anyone to return. “Alarming” levels of severe acute
malnutrition were found
among children under five,
he said.
The mass movement of
internally displaced people
comes as President Muhammadu Buhari takes office
for a second term, having
been declared the winner of
a national election marred
by mechanical errors with
the voter card readers, a
weeklong postponement,
reports of vote-buying,
and extremist attacks in the
northeast. Voter turnout was
at a historic low at 35.6 percent of the population.
“The numbers alone are
indicting,” said Adewunmi
Emoruwa of The Election
Network.
“We have witnessed a

record number of cancelled
votes – more than double
the numbers from the previous poll – and which
is only a reflection of the
widespread irregularities
across every part of the
country.
We all observed as thugs
had a field day unleashing
terror on demographically
profiled voters, which led to
the suppressed turnout that
has been recorded.”
Buhari won in 19 states
– including the two most
populous, Lagos and Kano
– while the opposition candidate, Atiku Abubakar,
was victorious in 17.
The two men are both
northern Muslims in their
70s who have long been in
politics. Buhari is seen by
many as a strict, inflexible
but personally incorrupt-

5

ible figure, while many
hoped Atiku, a wealthy
businessman and former
vice-president, would enact
policies to help boost Nigeria’s struggling economy.
The opposition has rejected the vote outcome.
Global Information Network creates and distributes
news and feature articles
on current affairs in Africa
to media outlets, scholars,
students and activists in the
U.S. and Canada.
Our goal is to introduce
important new voices on
topics relevant to Americans, to increase the perspectives available to readers in North America and
to bring into their view
information about global
issues that are overlooked
or under-reported by mainstream media.

Nigerian Nun Shames Catholic Church for Silence on Sex Abuse
By Global Information
Network
Trice Edney Wire
A Nigerian nun faced a
Vatican summit on sexual
abuse in the Church and
delivered a stinging indict-

Perry

continued from page 1

Ziering were among
those to send well-wishes
to the actor online.
Doherty, who played
Brenda Walsh on Beverly
Hills, 90210, said in an
interview Sunday with
Entertainment Tonight
she’d been in contact with
Perry.
“I can’t talk about it

ment to stone-faced church
leaders who failed to take
action against abusers.
It was the third day of
the Vatican summit. Sister
Veronica Openibo did not
mince words.
A member of the Society

of the Holy Child Jesus,
Sister Openibo said she
had watched the Americanmade movie “Spotlight”
about a U.S. newspaper,
the Boston Globe, whose
reporters discovered a
decades-long cover-up of

child abuse within the local
Catholic Archdiocese.
At the end of the film
was a long list of cases and
dioceses where the abuses
had occurred, and reading
about the number of children affected and seeing

the vast amount of money
spent on settlements, she
said that tears of sorrow
flowed.
“How could the clerical
Church have kept silent,
covering these atrocities?”
she asked.

Sister Openibo, who
serves on the executive
board of the International
Union of Superiors General, acknowledged that the
church has at times failed
to live up to its own moral
code.

‘cause I will literally start
crying, but I love him and
he knows I love him,” she
said. Perry portrayed Dylan
McKay on Beverly Hills,
90210 and Fred Andrews
on Riverdale.
Perry, a native of Fredericktown, Ohio, moved to
Los Angeles after graduating from high school and
studying acting.
He continued his training in New York, performing in various stage pro-

ductions and television
commercials.
Perry’s first break in
television was the role of
Ned Bates in the ABC soap
opera Loving.
He also played the recurring role of Kenny on
Another World, an NBC
soap opera.
He secured his role as
a teen heartthrob, though,
in 1990 when he won the
90210 role.
He left the show in 1995

to avoid being typecast, but
returned for the final two
seasons of the show.
In a 2008 interview with
Sweden’s Aftonbladet,
Perry said he didn’t mind
being so closely associated
with the iconic role.

He was in Sweden at the
time shooting the romantic comedy Midsummer
Party.
“I’m going to be linked
with him until I die, but
that’s actually just fine.
I created Dylan McKay.

He’s mine,” he said. Later
television roles included
HBO dramas Oz and John
from Cincinnati, Showtime
action/drama Jeremiah, in
which he played the titular
role, and NBC primetime
series Windfall.

Tax Ser vices

Pitt Community College is offering
more Short Term Night and Weekend
Construction Trade Classes!

Open Mon-Sat
from 9am to 8pm

3219 Landmark Street. - Ste. 7A
Greenville, NC 27834

We are offering:

252-756-1688

• 48 hour Framing/Carpentry class

Mon - Fri: 9am - 9pm
Sat: 9am - 6pm
Sun: 12am - 5pm

• 48 hour Basic Electrical
Wiring class
• 48 hour Basic Maintenance HVAC
class (Heating and Air Conditioning).

These three classes
cost $130.55.
We also offer three
Welding classes.
• Shielded Metal Arc (STK),
• GMAW Plate (MIG),
• Gas Tungsten (TIG).
These classes are from
60 to 75 hours and

the cost is $185.55 each.

IF YOU WANT THE BEST,
FORGET THE REST
Caressil Goddard
OWNER

PROJECT
SKILL UP
TOOLS FOR ADVANCED MANUFACTURING
& PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY

Class meets
5pm - 9pm

We have grant funded monies available
for those who qualify.
If you have questions please contact us at
252-493-7388 or 252-493-7625.

Over 10 years of
experience!

SHORT TERM TRAINING

CLASS
SCHEDULE:

To learn more about our programs, please join us for one of
our Orientations. We will have one Wednesday April 9, 2019 at
9:00 AM and one Thursday April 10, 2019 PM in our Greenville
Center located at 3107 S. Memorial Dr., Greenville, NC 27835.

CTS

REGISTER BY APRIL 26
PROGRAM INCLUDES:
• Lean/Six Sigma Yellow Belt
• OSHA 10

MANDATORY
ORIENTATION:
(must attend 1 session)

• Problem Solving
• Working Smart

April 29 - May 2
May 6 - May 9
May 13 - May 16
May 20 - May 23
May 28 - May 30
June 3 - June 7

APRIL 8

• Assistance with Resume/LinkedIn

9am or 6pm

• NCRC Testing

9am or 6pm

• OSD Techceuticals

APRIL 22

• Tips/Real practice interviews with
local industries

NCRC REQUIRED TO REGISTER
For more information:

252.493.7885
Fee waivers are available for those that qualify.
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Heather Fisher

Pegram & Fisher Agency

2419 S. Charles St. Greenville, NC 27858

252-756-0185

Home

Auto

irma Gibson

Herman Pegram
owner

se habla
español.

LiFe

Michael Cohen returns to testify in Congress after last week’s fiery remarks
By Darryl Coote
UPI
Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s former personal attorney,
returns to Capitol Hill
Wednesday to answer questions from the House intelligence committee -- less
than a week after making
explosive remarks about
the president and his activities in the White House.
Last week, Cohen testified in Congress for three
days for three committees about a wide range of
issues, but primarily for
insight into what actions
he performed as Trump’s
attorney and how the president operates within his
administration.
It is expected Wednesday’s testimony will center
on the intelligence committee’s Russia investigation and whether Trump’s
campaign cooperated with
agents or actors of Moscow.
Cohen’s return comes as
congressional Democrats
in the House, now as the
majority party, are ramping up efforts to investigate
Trump and his associates.
His appearances in the
House and Senate intel-

ligence panels last week
were private, but Cohen
gave his dramatic testimony in a public hearing
before the House oversight
committee. Wednesday’s
hearing will also occur in
private.
House intelligence committee chair Adam Schiff,
however, said he expects a
transcript of Wednesday’s
testimony to be released
publicly once the Justice
Department signs off on
it.
Among Cohen’s many
explosive remarks last
week is an assertion that
he would not expect Trump
to give up the presidency
easily if he isn’t re-elected
in 2020.
“Given my experience
working for Mr. Trump,
I fear that if he loses the
election in 2020 that there
Michael D. Cohen is scheduled for a fourth day of testimony on Capitol Hill where it is expected that he will discuss poswill never be a peaceful
transition of power,” he sible Russian meddling in the 2016 presidential election. Photo by Kevin Dietsch/UPI | License Photo
said. “And this is why I dered him to pay “hush out that he’s headed to testimony to see if perjury testimony. Like a different
person! He is totally disagreed to appear before money” to adult film star prison for lying to Con- charges are warranted.
credited!”
Since
the
high-profile
gress.
Cohen
was
convicted
Stormy
Daniels
over
a
you today.”
Cohen’s return Wedneshearing
last
week,
Trump
and
sentenced
last
year
for
purported
affair.
Also during the testiday
came on the day he
has
made
repeated
rejeclying
to
lawmakers
about
Republicans
on
the
mony, he called Trump a
“racist,” a “con man” and panel grilled Cohen dur- Trump-related business in tions of Cohen’s claims, was supposed to begin his
tweeting at one point, three-year prison sentence.
a “cheat,” adding that he ing the hours-long hear- Russia.
Cohen was also dis- “Your heads will spin when Shoulder surgery prompted
regretted ever working for ing, repeatedly pressing
the former New York real hard-edged questions and barred last week and Re- you see the lies, misrepre- authorities to delay the
questioning his credibility publican lawmakers have sentations and contradic- start of his sentence by two
estate mogul.
He also said Trump or- -- particularly by pointing called for a review of his tions against his [Congress] months, until May 6.

R. Kelly taken into custody after failing to pay $161K in child support
By Nicholas Sakelaris,
Karen Butler and
Daniel Uria
Rhythm and blues singer
R. Kelly was taken into custody Wednesday afternoon
after failing to comply with
a judge’s order to pay back
child support.
The artist, born Robert
Sylvester Kelly, was found
in contempt of court and
ordered into custody during a hearing before Judge
Lori Rosen after he failed
to produce the $161,663
in back child support for
his ex-wife, the Chicago

$

Tribune reported.
“He’s in our custody,”
Cook County Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman Sophia
Ansari said.
Kelly’s publicist, Darryll
Johnson, said he arrived at
the hearing with between
$50,000 and $60,000, but
the judge demanded the full
amount be paid.
“As you know, he hasn’t
worked in a long time,”
Johnson said.
Kelly was previously
been detained for several
days after failing to post
10 percent of his $1 million bail until a 47-year-

6

old woman who indicated
herself to be “a friend” of
the singer’s paid $100,000
for his release.
Earlier on Wednesday,
Kelly spoke out for the first
time since his initial arrest
about the criminal sexual
abuse charges against him
in Illinois, in an interview
with CBS News.
Kelly faces 10 counts of
aggravated sexual abuse for
allegedly assaulting four
women, three of whom
were underage at the time.
The allegations date back
to 1998. He bonded out
Feb. 25 with his bail set at

LUNCH
COMBO

MONDAY-FRIDAY
11AM-3PM

5 Boneless Wings
Regular Side
20oz Drink and a Dip

$1 million.
In an interview airing
on CBS This Morning
Wednesday, Kelly said
it’s “not true” he had sex
with underage girls, held
women against their will
or sexually assaulted them.
He emphasized that he defeated two cases and similar charges years ago.
“People are going back
to my past, OK? That’s exactly what they’re doing,”
he said.
“They’re going back to
the past, and they trying
to add all of this stuff now
to that. To make all of this

stuff that’s going on now
feels real to people.”
The singer in the interview cast doubt on the
accusations, saying anyone
famous can be accused of
impropriety in the present social and political
climates. He also pointed
a finger at musicians John
Legend and Lady Gaga for
publicly condemning him.
“I have nothing against
none of these artists,” he
said. “But I think it’s not
professional for them to
do that. Because something
like this can happen to any
artist. Anybody famous.

“We give you more than just low prices.”

LOWDISCOUNT
DISCOUNT
PRICES.
LOW
PRICES.
LOW DISCOUNT
PRICES.
FAST FRIENDLY
SERVICE.
FAST FRIENDLY
SERVICE.
FAST
FRIENDLY
SERVICE.
• Kinston

“We give you more than just low prices.”

* Plus tax.
Valid only at participating location.

GREENVILLE 1885 E. FIRE TOWER ROAD • (252) 689-6220
SKIPFRESH.
THE
WAIT.
ORDER
@ WINGSTOP.COM
GREENVILLE
1885
E. FIRETOWER
ROAD
• (252)
689-6200
MADE
MADE
TO
CRAVE.
SKIP THE WAIT. ORDER @ WINGSTOP.COM

Serving the
Serving the
prescription
and
prescription and
durable medical
durable
medical
equipment needs
equipment
needs
of the people
of
Eastern
North
of the people of
Carolina for over
Eastern
Notrth
23 years
Carolina for
over 23 years

(2 locations)

• Serving
Pink the
Hill • Kinston (2 locations)
prescription and(2 locations)
• Pink Hill
• Trenton
durable
medical
• Trenton
equipment
needs
• Smithfield
• Smithﬁeld
of
the
people
of
• Bridgeton • Bridgeton
Eastern North
• New Bern (2 locations)
• NewforBern
Carolina
over (2 locations)
• Jacksonville
23 years
• Jacksonville
• Snow Hill

• Kinston
• Pink Hill
• Trenton
• Smithﬁeld
• Bridgeton
SnowBern
Hill (2 locations)
••New
• Jacksonville
• Snow Hill

Most prescriptions filled
in 15 minutes or less
Most prescriptions filled in 15 minutes or less

“Anybody famous can
get accused of so many
different things.”
The charges against Kelly followed the release of
a documentary in January
called Surviving R. Kelly.
“Why would I? How
stupid would it be for R.
Kelly -- with all that I’ve
through in my way, way
past -- to hold somebody
[against their will]?” he
asked. “How stupid would
I be to do that?”
“Quit playing. I didn’t
do this stuff! This is not
me!,” Kelly said, emotional, at one point of the
interview. “I’m fighting for
my [expletive] life!”
There are also accusations that Kelly runs a sex
cult.
Kelly lives with two
women, Azriel Clary and
Joycelyn Savage. Savage’s
parents have said their
daughter was kidnapped
by Kelly. Savage told CBS
This Morning she is living
with the singer on her own
free will.
Attorney Michael Avenatti, who said he found
a tape from the 1990s that
shows the singer having
sex with an underage girl,
said it doesn’t matter how
long ago the cases happened.
“R. Kelly’s tears are out
of fear and despair,” Avenatti tweeted Wednesday.
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www.shopcarmart.com

$11,995
2007 Toyota Tundra
Stock #: 3040

$9,995

March 7-20, 2019, 2019

$9,995

2006 Honda Pilot
Stock # 2987

$7,995

2008 Honda Accord
Stock # 2920

2005 Toyota Camry
Stock #2919
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$6,995

2004 Chevrolet Suburban
Stock # 2249R1

955 Brompton Lane • Greenville • (252) 321-8600 (At Frog Level on the corner of Brompton & Dickinson Ave. Ext.)
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 6pm Sat. 7:30am - 4pm

Local detainees

Sponsored by Watsi M. Sutton, Attorney at Law, PA

ALEXKSIS JAMEL WALLER
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE - MISDEMEANOR
PROBATION VIOLATION OUT OF COUNTY - FELONY
FAILURE TO APPEAR- MISD POSS MARIJ>1/2 TO 1 1/2 OZ - MISDEMEANOR
FAILURE TO APPEAR- MISD POSSESS MARIJ PARAHERNALIA MISDEMEANOR

JAMES MICHAEL BISHOP
FELONY CONSPIRACY - FELONY
BREAK AND OR ENTERING - FELONY
BREAKING AND OR ENTERING - FELONY
BREAKING AND OR ENTERING - FELONY
BREAKING AND OR ENTERING - FELONY

GREGORY NICHOLSON
EXTRADITION/FUGITIVE OTH STATE - FELONY
FTA-CARRYING CONCEALED GUN - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-CARRYING CONCEALED GUN - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-FAIL REPRT NEW ADDRESS-SEX OFF - FELONY
FTA-HABITUAL FELON - FELONY

KAYRON DEONTRE MONK

GREGORY RAY BRAXTON

CONSP ROBBERY DANGRS WEAPON - FELONY
COMMUNICATING THREATS - MISDEMEANOR
COMMUNICATING THREATS - MISDEMEANOR
ASSAULT GOVT OFFICIAL/EMPLY - MISDEMEANOR
ASSAULT GOVT OFFICIAL/EMPLY - MISDEMEANOR
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON - FELONY

OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY

MALEEK NOBLES

BRIAN DENEILE NORMAN

FTA-EXPIRED REGISTRATION CARD/TAG - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-POSSESS MARIJ PARAPHERNALIA - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-POSSESS MARIJUANA PARAPHERNALIA MISDEMEANOR
FTA-RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-PWISD MARIJUANA - FELONY

KENNETH EARL HARRIS

NONSUPPORT OF CHILD - MISDEMEANOR
FTA/DWLR NOT IMPARIED REV - MISDEMEANOR
FTA/RECKLESS DRVG-WANTON DISREGARD MISDEMEANOR
FTA-BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEHICLE FELONY

Criminal Law

DWI
Traffic Tickets
Misdemeanors/Felonies

MURDER - FELONY
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING - FELONY
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING - FELONY
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING - FELONY
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING - FELONY
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING - FELONY

JAVOONE ANTWAIN BARRETT
ASSAULT INFLICTING SERIOUS INJURY W/MINOR
PRSENT - FELONY
ASSAULT INFLICTING SERIOUS INJURY W/MINOR
PRSENT - FELONY
ASSAULT BY STANGULATION - FELONY
ASSAULT BY STANGULATION - FELONY

Family Law

Custody
Divorce
DSS Abuse/Neglect

Personal Injury
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PA

249 N. Market St., Washington, NC 27889 • (252) 946-1897 • Fax: (252) 946-1817 • wmsutton@sutton-firm.com • www.sutton-firm.com
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Adidas officials, agent sentenced in NCAA basketball corruption trial
By Daniel Uria
UPI
Three men were sentenced Tuesday in New
York in a federal probe of
a college basketball payfor-play scandal involving
Adidas and three universities.
Jim Gatto, a former basketball marketing executive
at Adidas was sentenced to
nine months in prison,
while former Adidas basketball consultant Merl
Code and Christian Dawkins, a former recruiter for
an NBA agent, were each
sentenced to six months in
prison for brokering deals
to steer top basketball prospects to schools sponsored
by the athletics brand.
The men were found
guilty last October of wire
fraud and wire fraud conspiracy for setting up a deal

Two Adidas officials and a sports agent were sentenced to between six and nine months in prison for brokering deals to send college basketball prospects
to universities sponsored by the company. File Photo by Gary C. Caskey/UPI | License Photo

to pay the father of one top

recruit $100,000 for his son

to attend the University of

Louisville.
Gatto faced 46 months
to 57 months in prison
under federal sentencing
guidelines, while Code
and Dawkins each faced
30 months to 37 months.
Judge Lewis Kaplan said
the sentences reflected that
the men had led “good
and productive lives” and
“learned their lesson,” in
addition to the fact that
similar acts had been committed within the realm of
college basketball “with
some frequency.”
Evidence in the trial
also included Adidas officials discussing bids on
athletes from rival brands,
including Nike and Under
Armour. Kaplan added,
however, that he intended
to send a “great big warning light to the basketball
world” and to “deter others
and make them think twice
before engaging in this type
of conduct.” In the midst
of the investigation, Lou-

EAS

isville fired its men’s head
basketball coach, Rick Pitino, who didn’t “know
everything” about the deals
being brokered in order to
maintain “plausible deniability,” Code said in a
wiretapped call.
“They were covering
their tracks, and they were
covering Rick Pitino’s
tracks,” Kaplan said. “Regardless of what Rick Pitino did or didn’t know, the
point is these men knew
what they were doing was
wrong, and they were covering it up.” In addition to
the University of Louisville,
Gatto was also convicted of
arranging deals to send
athletes to the University of
Kansas and North Carolina
State University. All three
universities requested restitution and Kaplan ordered
Code and Dawkins to pay
$28,261 each, while a decision on Gatto’s payments
was deferred to a hearing
next month.

Llewellyn W. Edmondson
Kelley E. Tyndall

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION!

Edmondson
Accounting
Service

$
FAST REFUNDS$
A sign of the times.
5 to 14 Day
Home of

You live here. Shouldn’t your bank?
With the latest round of mega bank mergers, hometown banks keep moving
farther and farther away. Maybe it’s time you made the move to a bank that
has always been local and will always be local. Southern Bank has been your
neighborhood bank since 1901. Whether you stop in to a local branch or call
our Customer Care Center, our Mortgage Center, or even our Home Office,
you will always be greeted by a real person who lives right here in eastern
Carolina. We are your neighbors and we are here to stay. Stop by soon and say
“Hey!” to neighborhood banking, Southern style.

DIRECT DEPOSITS

125 Foy Dr,
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
(252) 446-7985
prep.1040.com/easfastrefunds

Closet Boutique & Gifts

Gold Checking*
Ask about the Gold Account. The checking account that includes ID Theft
Protection, Cell Phone Coverage, Roadside Assistance, and much more.

Offering a wide variety in fashion handbags, jewelry, ladies apparel & more
Tre’ska, Zenzii, Nicole Lee USA, Punch Studio & more

Visit the ultimate accessory boutique

Since 1901

“Accessories that make lasting impressions”
3729-1 W. Wilson St., Farmville, NC
252-315-2703

Join us online

southernbank.com

NMLS #449465
*Only $7 per month.
©2019 Southern Bank

Wed-Thurs 4pm-7pm
Friday 11am-7pm
Saturday 11am-5pm
Sun-Tues by appointment

Owner: Wanda D. Joyner
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Will Smith to play Venus, Serena Williams’
dad in new film
has seven individual Grand
Slam titles. King Richard is
based on a script from Zach
Baylin. Smith will produce
with Tim White and Trevor

White, with Allan Mandelbaum and Caleeb Pinkett
as executive producers.
Smith will next star in the
Disney live-action remake

of Aladdin. Reports said
last week the actor will not
reprise Deadshot in the Suicide Squad sequel or other
future DC films.

You Belong Here!
beaufortccc.edu
Will Smith will play Richard Williams, Venus and Serena Williams’ father and former tennis coach, in the movie “King Richard.” File Photo by Keizo Mori/UPI | License Photo

By Anne Martin
UPI
Will Smith will play Venus and Serena Williams’
dad, Richard Williams, in
a new film.
Variety confirmed Monday the 50-year-old actor
will portray Richard, Venus
and Serena’s father and
former tennis coach, in the
movie King Richard.

‘Star is
Born’
back in
theaters
with extra
footage
By Karen Butler
UPI
Warner Bros. has re-released its musical romance
A Star is Born in North
American theaters for a oneweek, encore engagement.
The film will feature 12
minutes of additional footage, including more time
with singer-actress Lady
Gaga performing “Black
Eyes,” “Alibi” and “Shallow,” which won the Oscar
for Best Original Song at
the 91st Annual Academy
Awards last month.
“Moviegoers will also be
treated to never-before-seen
footage of Ally singing to
Jack ‘Is That Alright?’ in the
wedding sequence; Jack in
his studio singing ‘Too Far
Gone;’ Jack and Ally writing a new song together,
entitled ‘Clover;’ and much
more,” the studio said in a
press release. Bradley Cooper directed the Best Picture
nominee and played drugaddict/artist Jack to Gaga’s
rising star Ally in the tragic
love story.

King Richard will recount how Richard overcame hardship, skepticism,
controversy and his own
troubled past to teach Venus and Serena to play
tennis, despite not having a
background in the sport.
Deadline said Richard
drew up a 78-page plan
for Venus and Serena’s
professional tennis careers

when the pair were about
4 years old. He started
giving his daughters tennis lessons at public courts
in Compton, Calif. Serena
and Venus’ careers took off
after Serena won the U.S.
Open in 1999 and Venus
won Wimbledon the next
year. Serena has won 23
individual Grand Slam
tournaments, while Venus

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
•
•
•
•
•

Foreign & Domestic
Service & Repair
6 Days a week
Towing Available
Free Estimates

252-495-0787

Tired of lousy tippers? Now is the time to get signed up. Our transfer programs put you on track to getting
the four-year degree you want, with thousands of dollars saved and the personal attention you need to excel.
High school students can start college for free either through our Early College High Schools in Beaufort, Hyde,
Tyrrell, and Washington Counties or through Career & College Promise.
NCDOT TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETING ON MARCH 19 REGARDING
THE PROPOSAL TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS ON N.C. 43 (CHARLES
BOULEVARD) BETWEEN FIRE TOWER ROAD (S.R. 1708) AND
WORTHINGTON ROAD (S.R. 1711) IN PITT COUNTY
STIP Project No. U-5991

The N.C. Department of Transportation proposes to make improvements on
N.C. 43 (Charles Boulevard) between Fire Tower Road (S.R. 1708) and Worthington Road (S.R. 1711) in Pitt County.
A public meeting will be held from 4-7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19 at Pitt
County Council on Aging, located at 4551 County Home Road.
The purpose of this meeting is to inform the public of the project and gather input on the proposed design. As information becomes available, it may be viewed
online at the NCDOT public meeting webpage: https://www.ncdot.gov/news/
public-meetings.

6132 HWY 264 EAST | 252-814-4260
BID REQUEST
RPC Contracting is requesting bids from
any interested NCDOT Certified MBB
& WBE firms for Contract DA00440
in Chowan & Gates Co’s bidding
on 3/20/19. There will be a pre-bid
conference at 3:00 PM on Monday
3/11/19 at the office fo RPC Contracting,
934 W. Kitty Hawk Road, Kitty Hawk,
NC. Plans and specifications are available
for review at the same location or may
be donaloaded from NCDOT’s Project
Letting website at https://connect.ncdot.
gov/letting/Pages/Division1Letting.aspx.
For more information, please call 252261-3336, ask for Jay. RPC Contraction
is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The public may attend at any time during the public meeting hours, as no formal
presentation will be made. NCDOT representatives will be available to answer
questions and receive comments. The comments and information received will
be taken into consideration as work on the project develops.
The opportunity to submit written comments will be provided at the meeting or
can be done via phone, email, or mail by April 2, 2019.
For additional information, please contact Casey Whitley, P.E., NCDOT Division
2 Project Engineer at 1037 W.H. Smith Blvd., Greenville, NC 27835, (252) 4392811 or, ckwhitley@ncdot.gov or Consultant Transportation Planning Director
Anne Lenart-Redmond at (919) 238-6676 or anne.lenart-redmond@stvinc.com.
NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services under the Americans with Disabilities Act for disabled persons who wish to participate in this meeting. Anyone requiring special services should contact Tony Gallagher, Environmental
Analysis Unit, at 1598 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1598, by phone
(919) 707-6069 or by e-mail at magallagher@ncdot.gov as early as possible so
that arrangements can be made.
Persons who do not speak English, or have a limited ability to read, speak or
understand English, may receive interpretive services upon request prior to the
meeting by calling 1-800-481-6494.
Aquellas personas no hablan inglés, o tienen limitaciones para leer, hablar o
entender inglés, podrían recibir servicios de interpretación si los solicitan antes
de la reunión llamando al 1-800-481-6494.
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Bryce Harper, Philadelphia Phillies
agree on $330M deal
By
Alex Butler
UPI
Free-agent slugger
Bryce Harper has agreed
to a $330 million contract
with the Philadelphia Phillies.
Sources told ESPN and
MLB Network that the
deal is for 13 years and
includes a no-trade clause
and does not include any
opt-outs.
A source told MLB.
com that the final details
have not been completed
in the contract.
Harper, 26, hit .249
with 34 home runs and
100 RBIs in 159 games

last season for the Washington Nationals. The No.
1 overall pick in the 2010
MLB June Amateur Draft
has spent his entire career
in Washington. Harper is a
career .279 hitter with 184
career long balls. He is a
six-time All-Star and was
the 2015 National League
MVP.
The signing comes a
week after former Los
Angeles Dodgers slugger
Manny Machado signed
a 10-year, $300 million
pact with the San Diego
Padres, representing the
biggest free-agent contract
in American sports history
for a player signing with a Former Washington Nationals slugger Bryce Harper’s deal is for 13 years and includes a no-trade clause and does not
include any opt-outs. File Photo by Bill Greenblatt/UPI | License Photo
new team.

FA suspends Tottenham manager
Mauricio Pochettino
By
Alex Butler
UPI
Tottenham Hotspur
manager Mauricio Pochettino has been given a twomatch touchline ban and
fined more than $13,000
by the Football Association.
The ruling came after
an Independent Regulatory Commission hearing
Wednesday.
“ T h e To t t e n h a m
Hotspur manager accepted an improper conduct charge from The FA,
which resulted from his
language and/or behavior
-- both on the pitch and in
or around the tunnel area
-- at the end of the game
against Burnley on 23
February,” a spokesperson

By
Renzo Pipoli
UPI
Ecuador will clean areas
of its Amazon region that
were polluted decades ago
by Texaco in a move criticized by activists who fear
too little will be done.
After 26 years of legal
actions in Ecuador, the
United States, Canada and
Europe that failed to result
in any significant cleanup

from the FA said.
Pochetto was charged
on Feb. 25.
The ruling means that
he will be in the stands
for Spurs’ games against
Southampton and Liverpool. He will be back on
the sidelines for Spurs’
clash against Brighton
April 7.
Spurs beat Dortmund
1-0 in the second leg of a
Champions League round
of 16 matchup Tuesday,
advancing to the quarterfinals.
“I’m so proud, so happy for the players, for
our fans, for the club, for
everyone,” Pochettino Tottenham’s manager Mauricio Pochettino will be in the stands for Spurs’ next two games after being given a two-game
told reporters. “It’s a very
touchline ban from the FA. Photo by Andy Rain/EPA-EFE
proud day. I congratulate
the players, the effort was and to be in the quarter- lose for Dortmund. The when we scored early in to see the reality of being
fantastic. It was a tough final was our objective.”
first half, the first 30 min- the second half the game in the quarterfinal. It’s a
game but a fantastic result
“There was nothing to utes, was tough for us but was over and we started fantastic achievement.”

Ecuador to clean up Texaco’s
decades-old Amazon spill

effort of areas affected by
crude oil spills, Ecuadorean authorities will start to
clean up polluted areas to
try to stop the damage, El
Telegrafo reported.
“It is a request from the
president [Lenin Moreno]
that we remedy that,” Energy Minister Carlos Perez
recently said.
Judicial changes in Ecuador made it possible to
clean up the areas. Previously, authorities could

not interfere with the spills
because the pollution was
used as evidence in lawsuits against Chevron,
which took over Texaco’s
assets and liabilities at the
time of their merger nearly
two decades ago.
In September 2018, an
arbitration court in The
Hague found that Ecuador
violated a treaty with the
United States by allowing
its courts in 2011 to issue
a $9 billion judgement
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Rene Perez, vocalist of the Puerto Rican band ‘Calle 13’ gets his hand stained with oil in
the province of Sucumbios, Ecuador, in May 2014. The area has been described as a pool
with toxic waste that the oil company Texaco left after operations there between 1964 and
1990. Photo by Jose Jacome/EPA EFE

against Chevron, the Wall
Street Journal reported.
Legal disputes around
the cleanup started in the
1990s.
Chevron does not dispute that pollution occurred
but said it is not liable,
because Texaco assets that
caused the pollution and
liabilities were transferred
to the Ecuadorean government in the 1990s. According to a Chevron statement,
there was an accord as part
of a 1992 audit that determined Texaco had to pay
a $40 million remediation
program to Ecuador. After
the payment, the U.S. company obtained a full release
from any environmental

liability, Chevron has said.
However, the Ecuadorean
government only partially
cleaned up the spill due to
insufficient funds.
An Ecuadorean court
in Lago Agrio ruled in
2011 that Chevron had to
pay nearly $9 billion to
some 30,000 indigenous
residents in the region and
for remediation works, but
the company later successfully argued in U.S. courts
that the trial was irregular.
Environmental group Make
Chevron Clean Up said the
cleanup effort announced in
recent days is insufficient
because it only features
$10 million in funding,
whereas remediation costs
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have been estimated at $12
billion.
According to the Business & Human Rights
Resource Center, the oil
pollution in Ecuador has
been described as “one of
the largest environmental
disasters in history” by
Rainforest Action Network
in May 2010.
Pollution there caused
illnesses and population
displacement because polluted water was local residents’ only source for fishing and drinking.
The Amazon region,
where multiple water
streams are interconnected,
is vulnerable to crude oil
pollution.

