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Today host Matt Lauer 
has been fired by NBC af-
ter the network received a 
complaint alleging that he 
took part in “inappropriate 
sexual behavior.”

Lauer’s Today cohost 
Savannah Guthrie made 
the announcement on the 
morning show Wednes-
day alongside Hoda Kotb. 
She read a statement from 

chairman of NBC News 
Andrew Lack.

“On Monday night, we 
received a detailed com-
plaint from a colleague 
about inappropriate sexual 
behavior in the workplace 
by Matt Lauer. It repre-
sented, after serious review, 
a clear violation of our 
company’s standards. As a 
result, we’ve decided to ter-
minate his employment,” 

Matt Lauer fired from NBC due to sexual misconduct 
By: Wade Sheridan

UPI

Tampa police arrested a 
man Tuesday they believe 
is connected to a string 
of murders that have put 

the area on edge in recent 
weeks.

Tampa Police Chief 
Brian Dugan said police 
arrested Howell Donaldson 
III at a McDonald’s in Ybor 
City where he worked after 

a co-worker saw he had a 
gun, News4Jax reported.

Donnaldson was charged 
with four counts of murder, 
all of which occurred in 
Seminole Heights, Fla.

The first of the four mur-

ders was reported on Oct. 9 
when 22-year-old Benjamin 
Mitchell was shot and killed 
in front of his home. After 
the arrest Tuesday night. 
Seminole Heights Mayor 
Bob Buckhorn recalled his 

words after that first kill-
ing, The New York Times 
reported.

“Fifty-one days ago, I 
said this was a struggle be-
tween good and evil. Well, 

See SUSPECT, page 2

By: Ray Downs
UPI

See LAUER, page 2

Tampa Police Chief Brian Dugan on Tuesday announces the arrest of a man suspected of four murders in the Tampa, Fla. area. Tampa 
Police Department/Twitter UPI
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GREENVILLE – Be-
ginning Monday, Dec. 4, 
children under the age of 
12 may not visit patients 
at the James and Connie 
Maynard Children’s Hos-
pital at Vidant Medical 
Center.

The temporary restric-
tions will be in place due 
to an increasing number 
of Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus (RSV) cases. This 
precaution will help limit 
the spread of infections 

while protecting hospi-
tal patients, their loved 
ones and Vidant Health 
team members. Please note 
these limitations are tem-
porary and will be lifted 
as soon as viral respiratory 
illnesses decrease in the 
community.

he one exception to this 
temporary restriction: chil-
dren under the age of 12 
who are not sick and live 
in the same household may 
visit their healthy newborn 

sibling.
To prevent the spread 

of viruses, health experts 
recommend:

·Washing hands fre-
quently

· Keeping children home 
from school when sick

· Not sharing cups or 
utensils

As always, family and 
visitors of any age should 
not come to the hospital if 
they have symptoms of a 
cold or flu, fever, diarrhea, 

vomiting or headaches.
About Vidant Health
Vidant Health is a mis-

sion-driven, 1,447-bed 
health system that annually 
serves more than 1.4 mil-
lion people in 29 eastern 
North Carolina counties. 
The not-for-profit sys-
tem is made up of 12,000 
employees, eight hospi-
tals, home health, hos-
pice, wellness centers, and 
Vidant Medical Group, a 
multi-specialty physician 

and provider group with 
more than 420 providers 
in more than 80 practice 
sites in eastern North Caro-
lina. Vidant is affiliated 
with The Brody School of 
Medicine at East Carolina 
University. As a major re-
source for health services 
and education, Vidant has 
a mission to improve the 
health and well-being of 
eastern North Carolina. 
For more information, visit 
www.vidanthealth.com.

Children visitation restrictions in place

INGS
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Gunman dead after firing from high-rise Reno 
condo tower

House Speaker Paul 
Ryan announced all House 
members and staff will be 
subject to mandatory anti-
harassment and discrimina-
tion training.

Ryan issued a statement 
Tuesday after the Commit-
tee on House Administration 
held a hearing as part of its 
review of the House’s sexual 
harassment policies, which 
he said was an “important 

step” to combatting sexual 
assault.

“Going forward, the 
House will adopt a policy of 
mandatory anti-harassment 
and anti-discrimination 
training for all members 
and staff,” he said. 

“Our goal is not only to 
raise awareness, but also 
make abundantly clear 
that harassment in any 
form has no place in this 
institution.”During the re-
view, two members of Con-
gress, Rep. Jackie Speier, 

D-Calif., and Rep. Barbara 
Comstock, R-Va., shared 
reports that colleagues sexu-
ally harassed staffers and 
others within the House.

“These harasser propo-
sitions such as, ‘are you 
going to be a good girl?’ to 
perpetrators exposing their 
genitals, to victims having 
their private parts grabbed 
on the House floor. 

All they ask as staff 
members is to be able to 
work in a hostile-free work 
environment. 

tonight, goodness has 
won,” he said. 

“Tonight, in the battle 

between darkness and light, 
light has won.” 

Florida governor Rick 

Scott applauded law en-
forcement for the arrest.

“Last week, I visited 
Seminole Heights and saw 
firsthand the pain that these 
crimes have caused across 
the community,” Scott said 
in a statement. 

 “As a father and a 
grandfather, it is unimagi-
nable what the families of 
these victims are going 
through.  Our thoughts and 
prayers remain with them, 
and we will work to ensure 
that they receive the justice 

they deserve.” 
The other victims whose 

murders Donaldson has 
been charged for are Mon-
ica Hoffa, 32, on Oct. 11, 
Anthony Naiboa, 20, on 
Oct. 19 and Ronald Felton, 
60, on Nov. 14.

continued from page 1

Suspect

By  Ed Adamczyk
UPI

Lack said in the statement.
“While it is the first 

complaint about his behav-
ior in the over twenty years 
he’s been at NBC News, we 
were also presented with 
reason to believe this may 
not have been an isolated 
incident,” it continued. 
“Our highest priority is to 
create a workplace environ-
ment where everyone feels 
safe and protected, and 
to ensure that any actions 
that run counter to our core 
values are met with conse-
quences, no matter who the 
offender.”

“We are deeply saddened 
by this turn of events. 

But we will face it to-

gether as a news organiza-
tion and do it in as transpar-
ent a manner as we can. 

To that end, Noah and 
I will be meeting with as 
many of you as possible 
throughout the day today 
to answer your questions,” 
Lack concluded. “We just 
learned this moments ago, 
just this morning,” Guthrie 
said. 

“As I’m sure you can 
imagine, we are devastated 
and we are still processing 
all of this. And I will tell 
you right now, we do not 
know more than what I just 
shared with you.  But we 
will be covering this story 
as reporters, as journalists.  
I’m sure we will be learning 
more details in the hours 
and days to come, and we 
promise we will share that 

with you,” she said.
“We are heartbroken. 

I’m heartbroken for Matt 
-- he is my dear, dear friend 
and my partner, and he 
has been loved by many, 
many people here.  And 
I’m heartbroken for the 
brave colleague who came 
forward to tell her story, 
and any other women who 
have their own stories to 
tell,” Guthrie continued.

President Donald Trump 
tweeted about the firing.

“Wow, Matt Lauer was 
just fired from NBC for ‘in-
appropriate sexual behavior 
in the workplace.’

But when will the top 
executives at NBC & Com-
cast be fired for putting out 
so much Fake News. Check 
out Andy Lack’s past!” he 
said.

continued from page 1
Lauer
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North Korea claims new 
ICBM, completion of 
nuclear development

By Lee Chi-dong, Kim 
Soo-yeon and Lee 
Haye-ah, Yonhap

 News Agency
UPI

An EA-18G Growler airborne electronic attack aircraft lands at U.S. Osan Air 
Base in Pyeongtaek, south of Seoul, on Wednesday, after North Korea launched an 
ICBM. Photo by Yonhap/ UPI
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builds better futures! 

1161 Kehukee Park Road, Williamston, NC 
 

Spring semester registration is underway! 

MCC is affordable, conven-
ient and offers its students 
one-on-one attention. Finan-
cial aid is available for quali-
fied students. Free tutoring 
is available for ALL students 
who need it. Online and 
night classes are also availa-

ble. Take advantage of face-to-face registration eve-
ry Monday. Spring semester classes begin January 4. 

Learn to earn!
  According to the Census Bureau, over an adult's working                

life, associate's degree holders earn about $400,000 
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MCC is an EOE institution. 
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SEOUL, South Korea 
- North Korea said Wednes-
day it has successfully test-
fired a new long-range bal-
listic missile with the whole 
U.S. mainland in range, 
rekindling sharp military 
tensions in the region.

It announced the Hwa-
song-15, an upgrade of the 
Hwasong-14 interconti-
nental ballistic missile, can 
carry a super-size nuclear 
warhead, a feat the North’s 
leader described as the final 
touches on the country’s 
nuclear weapons develop-
ment.

“It is the most powerful 
ICBM which meets the 
goal of the completion of 
the rocket weaponry sys-
tem development set by 
the DPRK,” the Korean 
Central News Agency said 
in its English-language re-
port, using the acronym for 
the country’s official name, 
the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea.

The  announcement 
came hours after the firing 
of a projectile from the 
outskirts of Pyongyang was 
detected.

During its 53-minute 
flight, it traveled 950 ki-
lometers at an apogee of 
4,475 km to splash into 
the East Sea, an assertion 
confirmed by the defense 
authorities of South Ko-
rea, the United States and 
Japan.

The data suggest that 
the North has succeeded in 
extending the range of its 
ICBM enough to threaten 
the Eastern United States, 
while it remains a question 
whether it has mastered 
atmospheric re-entry and 
warhead miniaturization 
technologies for a reliable 
ICBM. But Prime Minister 
Lee Nak-yon said the test 
might not have been a full 
success as it lost contact 
with the control center on 
the ground in the middle of 
the flight.

“Radio communication 
exists between the launch 
pad and the missile. In this 

case, our understanding 
is that the communication 
was cut off in the middle [of 
flight]. In this sense, there 
is a point where it’s hard to 
say it’s a success,” Lee said 
during a discussion hosted 
by the Kwanhun Club, an 
association of senior jour-
nalists.

The provocation threw 
cold water on hopes of a 
shift to the dialogue phase 
amid a pause in the North’s 
missile launches for 2 1/2 
months. It showed that 
the Kim regime remains 
eager to be recognized as a 
nuclear state, not interested 
in denuclearization talks 
for now.

The missile was ap-
parently fired at a lofted 
angle. If done at a standard 
one, it could have gone far 
over 10,000 km, given its 
maximum altitude, experts 
said.

“If these numbers are 
correct, then if flown on a 
standard trajectory rather 
than this lofted trajectory, 
this missile would have a 
range of more than 13,000 
kilometers” (8,100 miles),” 
David Wright, a co-director 
of the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, wrote on his 
organization’s blog.

U.S. Secretary of De-
fense James Mattis took 
note of the height as well.

“It went higher, frankly, 
than any previous shot 
they’ve taken,” he told re-
porters at the White House. 
“It’s a research and de-
velopment effort on their 
part to continue building 
ballistic missiles that can 
threaten everywhere in the 
world.” South Korean Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in strongly 
denounced the North for its 
“military brinkmanship.”

Once the North com-
pletes its ICBM develop-
ment, he warned, the secu-
rity situation will become 
exacerbated to an “uncon-
trollable” level.

South Korea and the 
United States said they 
need more time and mate-
rials to see if the North has 
actually reached the point.

“Our government has 
emphasized repeatedly on 
major occasions that we 
will offer a bright future if 

[North Korea] comes to the 
dialogue table. Despite our 
sincere efforts and appeals, 
it fired a ballistic missile to-
day,” Moon said, presiding 
over a National Security 
Council meeting.

He said his administra-
tion would not “sit and 
watch” the North’s bel-
ligerence.

Moon later had 20-min-
ute phone talks with U.S. 
President Donald Trump, 
in which they “underscored 
the grave threat that North 
Korea’s latest provoca-
tion poses not only to the 
United States and the Re-
public of Korea but to the 
entire world.” Moon told 
Trump that the North’s mis-
sile technology is deemed 
to have improved. They 
agreed to keep putting 
“pressure and sanctions” 
on the regime in close co-
ordination with each other, 
said Moon’s office Cheong 
Wa Dae.

South Korea’s Foreign 
Minister Kang Kyung-wha 
and her American counter-
part Rex Tillerson talked 
about the issue as well by 
phone and vowed to make 
all diplomatic efforts for 
the denuclearization of 
Korea.

Speaking in New York, 
U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence reaffirmed that “all 
options” are on the table, 
with his administration 
considering “additional 
measures.”

He warned the North not 
to test the resolve of Trump 
and U.S. military power.

In a separate statement, 
Seoul’s foreign ministry 
urged Pyongyang to halt 
such “reckless” provoca-
tions that only escalate 
tensions on the peninsula 
and deepen the North’s 
isolation and economic 
hardship.

The U.N. Security Coun-
cil will soon hold an emer-
gency session in New York 
to discuss how to punish the 
North for the launch, which 
constituted a clear violation 
of several resolutions.

The South’s military 
described the North’s move 
as a “serious threat” to 
Seoul and its alliance with 
Washington.

1848 West Arlington Blvd. Greenville, NC 27834 

252.752.0462



November 30-December 13, 2017 The Daily Drum4 www.dailydrummediagroup.com

www.dailydrummediagroup.com

Federal court rules Mike Mulvaney can remain 
CFPB acting director

The U.S. House Ways 
and Means Committee on 
Monday began reviewing 
Republicans’ sweeping 
overhaul of the tax code, in 
a markup process that will 
will last for days on Capitol 

Hill this week.
The committee con-

vened at noon Monday and 
Chairman Kevin Brady, 
R-Texas, said he expects a 
panel vote on the reform by 
Thursday.

“Four days of open, full-
throated debate, with all 
these amendments in the 

tax code, I think will let the 
American people see some-
thing they haven’t seen in 
a long time, which is real 
debate on a real tax-reform 
plan,” Brady described the 
markup process after the 
429-page Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act was revealed.

The committee’s rank-

By Daniel Uria
UPI

756-2150   
3325 Memorial Dr., Greenville, NC
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#1 Phelps           Chevrolet
2016 Chevrolet malIbu lt

Optimizes every drop of gas.  Fuel 
economy gets a sincere boost. Your 
quest for a gently used car is over. This 
charming 2016 Chevrolet Malibu has only 
had one previous owner, with a great track 
record and a long life ahead of it. Some 
manufacturers cut corners to save money, 
but Chevrolet didn’t try to shave off a 
single penny when building this excellent 
Malibu. Please call West Phelps at 252-
341-9809 if you have any questions about 
this vehicle. You can also see our entire 
inventory at www.phelps-chevrolet.com

(252) 714-6762

Call Richard today

for a free rate quote!

GOT HEALTH

INSURANCE?

DO YOU QUALIFY 

FOR A $000 PREMIUM?

Enrollment Starts November 1, & ends

December 15, 2017 

for a 2018 effective date. 

CALL TODAY!

(252) 714-6762

A federal judge denied Leandra English’s request for a temporary restraining order 
against Mike Mulvaney, allowing him to remain temporary acting director of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. File Photo by Mike Theiler/UPI | License 
Photo
ing Democrat, Rep. Rich-
ard Neal of Massachusetts, 
wants the panel’s work 
to take place only during 
daytime hours. Brady said 
he wants “to do as much of 
this deliberation during the 
normal working hours” as 
possible, though some may 
go into the evening.

During a bill’s markup 
process, Democrats and Re-
publicans propose amend-
ments and raise concerns 
before legislation goes to 
the House floor -- and then 
in a conference committee 
with the Senate. The Sen-
ate Committee on Finance 
plans to release its bill later 
this week.

“We expect the mark-
up to include a series of 

technical corrections, a 
focus on more precisely 
tailoring the bill’s pass-
through treatment, an air-
ing of grievances regard-
ing the removal of sacred 
deductions and a heap of 
Democratic amendments,” 
analyst Isaac Boltansky 
wrote in a note to clients 
Monday. One concern even 
among Republicans is pro-
posed changes to the state 
and local tax deductions, 
or SALT. 

A coalition of GOP rep-
resentatives from high in-
come tax states like New 
Jersey and New York have 
expressed concerns about 
allowing Americans to lim-
it deductions of state and 
local taxes to $10,000.

Several influential in-
dustry groups, including 
the National Association 
of Realtors and National 
Federation of Independent 
Business, have also ex-
pressed concerns. 

Under the plan, the cap 
on the mortgage deduction 
would drop from $1 mil-
lion to $500,000. Some 
Republicans also want to 
include the repeal of Af-
fordable Care Act’s indi-
vidual healthcare mandate 
in the bill.

Democrats have been 
opposed to much of the bill, 
saying the changes favor 
mainly the wealthy -- but 
they don’t have enough 
votes to prevent the plan 
from gong to the floor.
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The Paradox of Abundance
Life is funny.  As suck-

ling babes, the most luxu-
rious thing we could ever 
imagine is the nurturing 
warmth of our mothers.  But 
as we age, a whole host of 
desires and ambitions begin 
to take shape in our minds. 
For the most part, whether 
we want to admit it or not, 
those ambitions generally 
center around wealth and 
social status. 

  These things replace 
the womb as the object of 
our desires, and give rise to 
an almost insatiable desire 
for more. 

 As we sit down with our 
families this Thanksgiving, 
perhaps it is time for us to 
put things into greater per-
spective.

I can remember clearly 
when I started out in busi-
ness, I merely wanted to 
save 50 thousand dollars.  

As a spiritual wealthy 
and poor financial, righ-
teous government staffer 
with conservative leanings, 
I thought that princely sum 
would remove all fear of my 
lack of financial resources 
and want. 

I could upgrade my car 

from an old jalopy to a 
used Ford truck. I could 
furnish my small 201 Mass 
apartment on Capitol Hill. I 

could travel 
and live a 
little. Fifty 
grand is all 
i t  w o u l d 
take.

And so I 
got to work. 
I poured all 

of my heart and ambition 
into building a business 
marketing nutritional sup-
plements. I became very 
good at it. By the time I sold 
my business I had my fifty 
grand and then some.  But 
that was not the end of 
the story.   By that time I 
had become known around 
town as somewhat of an 
entrepreneur. 

Back then, D.C. didn’t 
have many of those. In fact, 
business was frowned upon, 
as the name of the game in 
Washington was respect, 
power and then money. In 
that order.

But through the grace 
and mercy of God, I perse-
vered.  My friend Steadman 
Graham and I started our 

own public relations firm. 
We figured, ‘hey, we’ve 
been doing this for politi-
cians and celebrities for 
almost a pittance. Why 
not do it for ourselves and 
make it pay off?’   Those 
were the fun old days in 
retrospect.   Learning to 
close deals.   Dealing with 
the stress of meeting pay-
roll every month.  Becom-
ing creative and resource-
ful.   Building a team, and 
then forging relationships 
that would help our firm to 
grow and thrive.

I remember when one 
day at age 33 my accoun-
tant informed me that my 
net worth had reached a 
million dollars.   In fact it 
happened at age 31 and I 
had no idea. Wow! I stopped 
and paused. I didn’t really 
feel much richer than I had 
at fifty thousand. I was ac-
tually working harder. My 
expenses and obligations 
had increased. 

A million dollars sure 
didn’t seem like the princely 
sum it appeared to be from 
a distance. 

When I got up close to it, 
it seemed like barely a year 

of rent, business expenses 
and payroll. It certainly was 
not a luxurious cushion.

And so it went, on and 
on.  By the time I became 
a multi-millionaire, many 
of my friends were billion-
aires. They could do things 
I couldn’t. They had pri-
vate jets. They had luxury 
yachts.  

They had vacation homes 
in exotic places.  They had 
wine cellars fit for a king.  I 
studied them. I wanted to 
grow. I learned how to use 
even greater leverage. I 
became a better manager 
of my character, people and 
resources. I got to know the 
captains of industry on a 
first name basis.

But there were certain 
things that never changed. 
That proved to be the core 
of my life over the years. 
My daily phone conversa-
tion and prayer with my 
mother at 4 a.m. every 
morning.   The workouts 
at my gym every morning 
at 5 a.m. My daily radio 
show.  Writing my weekly 
column.  

Hanging out with my 
good friend David Modell 

at the Preakness or at Balti-
more Ravens games. Host-
ing my family on Thanks-
giving – when they would 
all come up from South 
Carolina and we would eat, 
and sit and laugh together.  I 
began to appreciate these 
luxuries more than any 
others.

The famous Indian nov-
elist Rabrindrath Tagore 
once wrote, “I get a dinner 
of some kind every day, but 
the Goddess of Plenty keeps 
behind the scenes. 

Now that the goddess 
herself has appeared, it mat-
ters little if the dinner lags 
behind.”  I don’t believe in 
gods and goddesses, as a 
follower of Christ. But the 
lesson is a good one.  We 
should be mindful and 
grateful for the source of all 
of our abundance. For it is 
not the things in themselves 
that are the miracle, but it is 
the source of miracles that 
we should appreciate.

When considering all 
of the material abundance 
we have been blessed with 
this Thanksgiving, let us 
be more mindful of the 
source.  

God appears to us in our 
friendships and our rela-
tionships with his fellow 
creatures.  

Let us not place mate-
rial things above love and 
camaraderie. Many of my 
dearest friends lost a parent 
in 2017.   I lost my friend 
David Modell this year. 
My beloved mother passed 
away April 7 and the devas-
tation of that loss continues 
consistently everyday with 
no end in sight. My moth-
er’s sister Ruth and brother 
Roosevelt also died this 
year. I am thankful for the 
riches they brought to my 
life.  They are and continue 
to be my most cherished 
fortune.

Armstrong Williams is 
manager and sole owner 
of Howard Stirk Holdings 
I & II Broadcast Television 
Stations and Executive Edi-
tor of American CurrentSee 
online magazine. Watch our 
Right Side Forum every 
Saturday on NewsChannel 
8 TV 28, 10:30 a.m. to 11 
a.m., with repeats at 6:30 
p.m. EST.

ARMSTRONG
WILLIAMS

Advancing medicinal nicotine replacement therapies as new drugs

NCDOT TO HOST A PUBLIC MEETING ON NOVEMBER 9 
FOR THE PROPOSED WIDENING OF  

14TH STREET IN GREENVILLE, PITT COUNTY 
 

STIP Project No. U-5917
 
The N.C. Department of Transportation proposes to widen 14th Street (S.R. 1704) 
to a four-lane, median-divided facility in Greenville, Pitt County, North Carolina. The 
project extends from Red Banks Road to Fire Tower Road (S.R. 1708) in Greenville.  The 
project is included in the Greenville Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Thoroughfare Plan and the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. The NCDOT has 
developed functional designs (detailed concepts) on three alternatives for the project. 
 
The meeting will be held at the Alice Keene District Park Facility at 4561 County Home Road, 
Greenville, on Thursday November 9 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The purpose of this meeting is to inform the public of the project and gather public 
input on the proposed alternatives. The functional designs will also be available on 
the project website for public review and comment. Interested citizens may attend at 
any time between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Please note that there will not be a formal 
presentation. NCDOT representatives will display maps and be available to answer 
questions and receive comments. Comments and information received will be taken 
into consideration as work on the project develops. Written comments or questions 
can also be submitted at the meeting or later by November 30th. Project maps are 
available online at http://www.ncdot.gov/projects/publicmeetings/.
 
For additional information contact:

NCDOT Project Consultant, Jamie Byrd, PE, Project Engineer (HNTB) by phone at 
(919) 424-0437 or via email at jabyrd@hntb.com; or Rachelle Beauregard, NCDOT 
Division 2 Project Manager by mail at P.O. Box 1587, Greenville, NC 27853, by phone 
at (919) 239-7168, or via email at rlbeauregard@ncdot.gov.

NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act for disabled persons who wish to participate in this workshop. Anyone requiring 
special services should contact Rachelle Beauregard at (919) 239-7168 as early as 
possible so that arrangements can be made.
 
Persons who speak Spanish and do not speak English, or have a limited ability to 
read, speak or understand English, may receive interpretive services upon request 
prior to the meeting by calling 1-800-233-6315.
 
Aquellas personas que hablan español y no hablan inglés, o tienen limitaciones 
para leer, hablar o entender inglés, podrían recibir servicios de interpretación si los 
solicitan antes de la reunión llamando al 1-800-233-6315. 

Holiday Celebration

Greenville

December 1, 2017 
5:30 PM–7:00 PM

Five Points Plaza in 
Uptown Greenville

Greenville

For more information, please contact Greenville 
Recreation & Parks at (252) 329-4567

By: Scott Gottlieb, M.D., 
Janet Woodcock, M.D., 

Mitchell Zeller, J.D.
As the leading cause of 

preventable disease and 
death in the United States, 
tobacco causes more than 
480,000 deaths every year. 
To address this devastation, 
earlier this year FDA an-
nounced a new regulatory 
plan to lower this burden 
of tobacco-related disease 
and death.  The plan takes 
a comprehensive approach 
to nicotine and tobacco, 
including an initiative to 
lower nicotine in cigarettes 
to minimally addictive or 
non-addictive levels. 

Aimed at shifting the 
trajectory of tobacco-related 
disease and death, the agen-
cy’s approach recognizes 
that nicotine is delivered 
through products posing 
a continuum of risk. This 
ranges from combusted 
cigarettes at one end, to nic-
otine replacement therapy 
(NRT) products – designed 
to safely reduce withdrawal 
symptoms, including nico-
tine craving, associated 
with quitting smoking – at 
the other.

Today, FDA is taking an 
additional step in our new, 
comprehensive approach to 
the regulation of nicotine 
and tobacco. We are an-
nouncing the formation of a 
new Nicotine Steering Com-
mittee that will be charged 
with re-evaluating and mod-
ernizing FDA’s approach to 
development and regulation 
of nicotine replacement 

therapy products that help 
smokers quit.  These prod-
ucts are typically sold as 
over-the-counter drugs in 
the form of gums, patches 
and lozenges. The primary 
focus of the new Committee 
will be on these therapeutic 
nicotine products for com-
bustible tobacco product 
cessation. This reflects the 
need to critically examine 
the evolving science behind 
FDA’s evaluation of the 
safety and efficacy of NRTs. 
Key topics will be the types 
of safety and efficacy stud-
ies we require and the way 
these products are used and 
labeled.

The aim is to make sure 
FDA has the right poli-
cies in place to enable the 
development of product 
innovations that have the 
potential to be more help-
ful in helping smokers quit 
combustible cigarettes and 
maintain abstinence. This 
could include changes to the 
labeling and indications for 
existing products or a new 
product that might deliver 
nicotine at different rates, 
or through different deliv-
ery mechanisms entirely. 
To enable innovation, FDA 
might contemplate addition-
al approaches to developing 
these products, including 
new clinical trial endpoints. 
This new Committee will 
include Senior Agency 
Leadership from the Center 
for Tobacco Products, the 
Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research, and the Office 
of the Commissioner. While 

one significant focus will be 
on NRT, the mandate of this 
committee will be to address 
the FDA’s overall approach 
to nicotine. It will create 
a forum for developing 
and implementing nicotine 
policy and regulation to 
address the public health 
crisis of tobacco usage in 
this country.

Among adult smokers 
in the U.S., around 70% 
report that they want to 
quit. Nearly half try to quit 
each year, and few succeed. 
Many treatment-seeking 
smokers often use medica-
tions such as NRTs. FDA 
has approved nasal spray 
and inhaler NRTs for pre-
scription-only use; and gum, 
transdermal patch and loz-
enge formulations for over-
the-counter (OTC) sale. 
In addition, FDA has also 
approved  pharmacological 
therapies to aid in smoking 
cessation.

FDA has found these 
therapeutic products to be 
safe and effective in help-
ing smokers quit. Using 
approved NRTs is generally 
considered to double the 
likelihood of a successful 
quit attempt, with variations 
between products. While 
most existing NRTs have 
been approved for over 
20 years, novel forms of 
nicotine delivery are being 
developed based on new 
technologies and innova-
tions. These may develop 
into FDA-approved thera-
pies that help more smokers 
quit. When it comes to the 

discussion around transi-
tioning current smokers to 
safer alternatives for the 
delivery of nicotine, a lot of 
public debate, to date, has 
been placed on the potential 
for modified risk tobacco 
products like electronic 
nicotine delivery systems 
and e-cigarettes. 

FDA also sees compel-
ling opportunities to explore 
additional opportunities for 
the development of new and 
improved products that can 
be sold as new drugs, typi-
cally as over-the-counter 
pharmaceuticals. If there are 
new kinds of NRTs — with 
different characteristics or 
routes of delivery – that 
can offer additional op-
portunities for smokers to 
quit combustible tobacco, 
we want to explore what 
steps we can take using our 
own regulatory policies to 
enable these opportunities, 
while making sure these 
products are demonstrated 

to be safe and effective for 
their intended use.

We’ll be joined on the 
Nicotine Steering Com-
mittee by Rachel Sherman, 
M.D., M.P.H., Principal 
Deputy Commissioner, who 
will chair the Committee; 
Grail Sipes, J.D., Director, 
Office of Regulatory Policy, 
CDER; Melissa A. Robb, 

B.S.N., M.S., Associate 
Commissioner for Clinical 
Policy, Office of Medi-
cal Products and Tobacco 
(OMPT); Allison Hoffman, 
Ph.D., Associate Director 
for Health Science, OMPT; 
and Priscilla Callahan-Lyon, 
M.D., Deputy Director, Di-
vision of Individual Health 
Science, CTP.

Solicitation for DBE/MBE/WBE Quotations

Sanford Contractors, Inc. is seeking certified DBE/MBE/WBE 
quotations on the following projects:

NCDOT Projects – Grading, Drainage, Paving & Structure work 
for NCDOT.

Location(s): C204014 Lenoir County;      

Contract ID(s):C204014 – Lenoir Co. – NC-148 (Harvey Pkwy) 
from NC-58 to NC-11.

		
 Bid Date:   C204014 bid on December 19, 2017

*Price proposals must be received no later than 12 pm on 
December 15, 2017 to be considered.

Contact Jesus Martinez at (919) 718-1014 for further information.  
Plans and specifications can be reviewed at our office or online 

at NCDOT’s project letting webpage.  
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
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Cordell appointed to ECC Board of Trustees

They may temporarily 
ease pain, but new research 
suggests that steroid injec-
tions to arthritic hips may 
exacerbate bone trouble 
over the longer term.

These injections have 
long been used “for diag-
nostic and therapeutic pur-
poses for various joint con-
ditions,” noted Dr. Crispin 
Ong, an orthopedic surgeon 
who was not involved with 
the study but reviewed the 
new findings.

However, “this study 
brings to light concern over 
the safety of hip steroid in-
jections for osteoarthritis,” 
said Ong, who practices at 
Northwell Health’s Plain-
view Hospital in Plainview, 
N.Y.

The new study was led 
by Dr. Connie Chang, a 
radiologist at Massachu-
setts General Hospital in 
Boston. 

Her team tracked out-
comes for three groups: 
102 patients, ages 19 to 92, 
who received hip steroid 
injections; another group 
of 102 patients with hip ar-
thritis who did not receive 
such injections; and a third 
group of 44 patients who 
received a steroid injec-
tion in the shoulder but not 
the hip.

Compared to the two 
control groups, the patients 
who received steroid hip 
injections had higher rates 
of bone “death and col-
lapse” three to nine months 
later, Chang’s team said.

New occurrences of 
bone death were seen in 22 
to 24 percent of hip injec-
tion patients; 5 to 9 percent 
of patients in the group that 
had hip arthritis but got no 
injection; and 5 percent 
of patients in the shoulder 
injection group.

Bone collapse in the 
head of the femur bone oc-
curred in 15 to 17 percent 
of hip injection patients; 4 
percent of patients with hip 
arthritis but no injection; 
and 2 percent of the shoul-
der injection patients.

The findings were slated 
to be reported Wednesday 
at the annual meeting of 
the Radiological Society 
of North America, in Chi-
cago.

“Changes due to osteoar-
thritis, such as narrowing in 
the space between joints 
and the development of 
bony proliferations, typi-
cally develop slowly over 
time,” Chang explained in 
a meeting news release.

However, looking over 
the X-rays of patients 
who’d gotten a steroid 
injection to the hip, “we 
noticed changes had de-

veloped rapidly in some 
patients” and decided to 
conduct this study, she 
explained.

“We need to look at 
what’s going on with the 
[steroid injection] and 
osteoarthritis patients to 
determine what’s caus-
ing the changes that occur 
in some patients,” Chang 
said. “However, we don’t 
want to deter patients from 
getting an injection. These 
results are enough to war-
rant an investigation, but 
not enough to cancel a 
procedure.”

Another radiologist also 
not part of the study said 
that given what doctors 
know about patient be-
haviors, the findings could 
make sense.

“It may seem counter-
intuitive, but one of the 
under-recognized ‘risks’ 
of steroid/anesthetic joint 
injection is that the patients 
often experience complete 
relief of pain,” explained 
Dr. Mark Raden. He directs 
radiology at Staten Island 
University Hospital in New 
York City.

“A patient feeling no 
pain may then go on to 
participate in strenuous 
physical activities that they 
could not perform prior 
to injection, ultimately 
worsening the degenera-
tion of the joint,” Raden 

said, and “this may be one 
of the underlying reasons 
behind the conclusions in 
the study.”

He said that theory is 
bolstered by the fact that 
deterioration after steroid 
injections occurred only 
in the weight-bearing hips 
-- not the shoulders.

And Raden believes that 
while steroid shots may of-
fer short-term pain relief, 
they have their limits.

“Many patients report 
several months of pain 

relief with steroid/anes-
thetic injection, greatly 
improving their day-to-day 
living,” he said. “Although 
this pain relief is desired, it 
is important to remember 
that steroids/anesthetics are 
only a Band-Aid relieving 
the pain but not a cure for 
the underlying arthritis.”

For his part, Ong said 
that the study couldn’t 
prove cause-and-effect, and 
more research is needed.

“The evidence is still 
limited in this area and 

more research is required,” 
Ong said. “I think there is 
still a role for hip injec-
tions on a limited basis for 
therapeutic and diagnostic 
purposes.”

Also, because these 
findings were presented 
at a medical meeting, they 
should be considered pre-
liminary until published in 
a peer-reviewed journal.

More information
The American Academy 

of Family Physicians has 
more on osteoarthritis.

By Health Day News
UPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS
Inmate Health Care Services - Pitt County Detention Center

Pitt County Sheriff’s Office/Detention Center is seeking 
sealed proposals for inmate health care services.  Sealed bids 
will be received  at the Pitt County Detention Center, clearly 
marked Chief Randy Gentry DO NOT OPEN “INMATE HEALTH 
CARE SERVICES RFP”  124 New Hope Road, Greenville, 
North Carolina 27834.

An optional pre-bid conference is scheduled for Monday, 
December 11, 2017 1:30 pm at the Pitt County Detention 
Center Training Room, 124 New Hope Road, Greenville, NC. 
The deadline for submitting proposals will be no later than 
4:00 pm Friday, January 19, 2018. A copy with full details of 
this RFP may be obtained at  the Administrative Office of the Pitt 
County Detention Center, 124 New Hope Road, Greenville, 
NC or may be found at www.pittcountync.gov/bids.

All proposals shall be registered and opened in public 
immediately after deadline of January 19, 2018 at the Pitt 
County Detention Center, 124 New Hope Road, Greenville, 
NC. Pitt County reserves the right to reject any and all bids 
and to accept any bid which appears to be in its best interest.

Timmy L. Cordell of 
Rocky Mount was re-
cently appointed to a 
four-year term on the 
Edgecombe Community 
College Board of Trust-
ees.

Appointed to the board 
by Governor Roy Cooper, 
Cordell is employed by 
the Pitt County Depart-
ment of Social Services 
in Greenville.

“I hope to become a 
positive asset to this es-
teemed board of trustees 
and enhance the neces-
sary platforms so that 
our students may achieve 

their absolute best,” he 
says.

“I will offer any as-
sistance to empower stu-
dents’ educational en-
deavors through advo-
cacy, leadership, and sup-
port, and I look forward 
to serving Edgecombe 
Community College for 
years to come.”

Cordell also serves as 
a trustee board member 
at Metropolitan Baptist 
Church in Rocky Mount, 
where he participates in 
several ministries and as-
sists in the organization 
of various community and 

outreach programs.
He is a graduate of 

Saint Augustine’s Univer-
sity in Raleigh. 

He is married to the 
former Janice Carroll, and 
they have two daughters.

The ECC Board of 
Trustees has twelve mem-
bers, each serving a four-
year term.  The Office of 
the Governor appoints 
four members. 

The Edgecombe Coun-
ty Board of Education and 
the Edgecombe County 
Board of Commissioners 
each appoint four mem-
bers.

Timmy L. Cordell was recently sworn in as the newest member of the Edgecombe 
Community College Board of Trustees. Carol White, Edgecombe County Clerk of 
Court, delivered the oath of office.

Steroid injections to arthritic hips may lead to long-term problems

A new mouse study sug-
gests vanillin, artificial 
vanilla extract, could be 
used to prevent or dimin-
ish psoriatic skin inflam-
mation.

Psoriasis is an autoim-
mune disease characterized 
by outbreaks of red, itchy, 
and scaly skin patches, 
most frequently on the 
elbows, knees or scalp. 
Some 125 million people 
worldwide have the disor-

der. In the United States, 
there are 6.7 million people 
with psoriasis, roughly 3.1 
percent of the population.

A group of scientists in 
Taiwan were able to repli-
cate the disorder in a group 
of mice by exposing their 
skin to a compound called 
imiquimod. 

For seven days, re-
searchers gave the mice 
oral doses of vanillin. Some 
mice received larger doses 
than others. The mice that 
received the largest doses 
-- 50 or 100 milligrams per 

kilogram of body weight 
-- experienced the largest 
reductions in skin inflam-
mation. “Our findings sug-
gested that vanillin was an 
effective bioactive com-
pound against psoriatic skin 
inflammation,” researchers 
concluded in their study, 
published this week in the 
Journal of Agricultural and 
Food Chemistry.

Scientists also found 
vanillin doses suppressed 
IL-17 and IL-23 protein 
levels -- interleukins be-
lieved to be linked with 

the development of the 
disorder. Previous research 

has shown vanillin to also 
affect interleukins related 

to other inflammatory con-
ditions and diseases.

Vanilla extract may ease or prevent psoriasis
By Brooks Hays

UPI

Vanillin, the primary component of the extract of the vanilla bean, could help curb 
psoriatic skin inflammation. Photo by Pixabay/CC

NASA’s next Mars rover to 
improve on Curiosity

NASA’s Curiosity rover 
has been a tremendous suc-
cess, providing scientists 
streams of valuable data. 
But there’s always room for 
improvement, and NASA 
engineers expect the next 
rover to improve on Curios-
ity’s technological legacy.

At present iteration, the 
Mars 2020 rover features 
greater autonomy, seven 
new instruments and up-
dated wheels.

Despite design improve-
ments, the new rover looks 
a lot like the old rover. 

And that’s because the 
Mars 2020 rover utilizes 
much of the same hardware. 
In fact, so-called “legacy 
hardware” accounts for 85 
percent of the mass of the 
new six-legged craft.

“The fact that so much 
of the hardware has al-

ready been designed -- or 
even already exists -- is a 
major advantage for this 
mission,” Jim Watzin, di-
rector of NASA’s Mars 
Exploration Program, said 
in a news update published 
by NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. 
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Local detainees
Sponsored by Car Mart of Greenville

 SAGE USHER OLESKEY 
BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEH - FELONY
BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEH - FELONY
BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEH - FELONY
LARCENY OF MOTOR VEH - FELONY
LARCENY, MISDEMEANOR - MISDEMEANOR
LARCENY, MISDEMEANOR - MISDEMEANOR
PROBATION VIOLATION - FELONY 

 DANIELLE VIRGINIA PARRISHER  
MAINTAIN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS - FELONY
MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS (F) - FELONY
POSS W/INT/S/D COCAINE - FELONY
PWIMSD HEROIN - FELONY

 JUSTON BRYANT THOMAS 
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON - FELONY
BREAKING OR ENTERING - FELONY
POSSESSING STOLEN GOODS - MISDEMEANOR
LARCENY AFTER B AND E - FELONY
LARCENY OF FIREARM - FELONY
LARCENY AFTER B AND E - FELONY
LARCENY AFTER B AND E - FELONY

www.dailydrummediagroup.com
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 CHARLES ALEXANDER MOSS   
NONSUPPORT OF CHILD - MISDEMEANOR
FTA - POSSESS MARIJUANA UP TO 1/2 OZ - MISDEMEANOR
FTA - DELIVER MARIJUANA - FELONY
FTA - DELIVER MARIJUANA - FELONY
FTA - MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS - FELONY
FTA - MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS - FELONY
FTA - SELL MARIJUANA - FELONY

CARLOS EARL FIELD 
MURDER- SECOND DEGREE - FELONY
ROBBERY WITH DANGEROUS WEAPON - FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-DWLR NOT IMPAIRED REV - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-POSS OPN CNT/CONS ALC PSG AREA - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-SPEEDING - MISDEMEANOR
FTA-IDENTITY THEFT - FELONY 

 TIERRAS SHADON EVANS 
INJURY TO PERSONAL PROPERTY - MISDEMEANOR
RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER - MISDEMEANOR
CARRY CONCEALED GUN - MISDEMEANOR
NONSUPPORT OF CHILD - MISDEMEANOR
ASSAULT LEO/PO SER INJ - FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON - FELONY

 DAVID WILLIAM PIERCE 
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE - FELONY
FINANCIAL CARD FRAUD - FELONY
FINANCIAL TRANSACTION CARD FRAUD - FELONY
FINANCIAL TRANSACTION CARD FRAUD - FELONY
FINANCIAL TRANSACTION CARD THEFT - FELONY
POSSESSING STOLEN GOODS - MISDEMEANOR 

 JOHN CURTIS JENKINS 
INTERFERE EMERGENCY COMUNNICATIONS - MIS-
DEMEANOR
ASSAULT INFLICTING SERIOUS INJURY MINOR PRES-
ENT - FELONY
ASSAULT BY STRANGULATION - FELONY
ASSAULT ON CHILD UNDER 12 - MISDEMEANOR 

DVION LEESHON MCNEILL 
BREAKING OR ENTERING - FELONY
BREAKING OR ENTERING - MISDEMEANOR
LARCENY AFTER B AND E - FELONY
INJURY TO REAL PROPERTY - MISDEMEANOR 

www.shopcarmart.com
$10,995

2005 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 
LT Crew Cab 4WD

Stock #:2730

$7,995
2006 Honda Civic EX Coupe 

with Navigation
Stock #:2605

$7,995
2003 Chevrolet Suburban 

1500 4 WD
Stock #:2399AR

$6,995
2002 Cadillac DeVille Sedan

Stock #:2776

$6,995
2009 Honda Civic DX-VP Sedan 

5-Speed MT
Stock #:2709
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The NFL handed down 
two-game suspensions 
without pay to Oakland 
Raiders wide receiver Mi-
chael Crabtree and Den-
ver Broncos cornerback 
Aqib Talib for violating 

unsportsmanlike conduct 
and unnecessary rough-
ness rules during a Sunday 
melee at Oakland-Alameda 
County Coliseum.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
league’s Collective Bar-
gaining Agreement, ap-
peals may be filed to the 
NFL office within three 

business days.
Crabtree would miss 

games against the New 
York Giants and Kansas 
City Chiefs the next two 
weeks. 

Talib would be suspend-
ed for games against the 
Miami Dolphins and New 
York Jets. 
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(1)  Offer Subject to Credit Approval. Some Restrictions Apply. See Store Associate for Details.
*  Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. 
Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.
† As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. 
†† As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and 
certified by SAE International. 

STARTING AT:

$3,59999*

Z-FORCE L48
ZERO-TURN RIDER

• Powerful 24 HP† V-Twin engine
• 48" Fabricated Mowing Deck,
Dual ZT-2200 Hydro-Gear

• Heavy-duty 12-gauge reinforced
fully-welded 1-piece full-length
steel frame 

STARTING AT:

$4,39999*

XT3 GSE
GARDEN TRACTOR

• 22.5 HP† V-Twin engine
• 42", 48", 50" & 54" Mowing Deck
Options

• Foot Pedal Hydrostatic Drivetrain

STARTING AT:

$2,59999*

XT2 LX46 LE
LAWN TRACTOR

• 21.5 HP†† V-Twin engine
• 46" twin-blade cutting deck
• Foot Pedal Hydrostatic
Drivetrain

UNHEARD-OF PERFORMANCE.
THE LATEST IN A LINE OF AWARD-WINNING ZERO-TURN
RIDING MOWERS FROM CUB CADET.

Zero-turn handling combined with the ease 

of steering-wheel control and four-wheel 

steering makes for unmatched stability and 

unprecedented versatility.

RZT S SERIES
ZERO-TURN RIDERS WITH 
STEERING WHEEL CONTROL

STARTING AT:

$2,69999*

 801 South Queen Street  •  Kinston, NC 28501 
Phone: (252) 527-8083 • Toll Free (800) 347-8083 

w w w .m i l l s i n t e rna t i ona l i n c . com
LIKE us on Facebook

LOW DISCOUNT PRICES.
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE.

“We give you more than just low prices.”

Most prescriptions filled in 15 minutes or less

Serving the 
prescription and 
durable medical 
equipment needs 
of the people of 
Eastern North 

Carolina for over 
23 years

• Kinston (2 locations)
• Pink Hill
• Trenton 
• Smithfield
• Bridgeton
• New Bern (2 locations) 
• Jacksonville
• Snow Hill

LOW DISCOUNT PRICES.
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE.

“We give you more than just low prices.”

Most prescriptions filled in 15 minutes or less

Serving the 
prescription and 
durable medical 
equipment needs 
of the people of 
Eastern North 

Carolina for over 
23 years

• Kinston (2 locations)
• Pink Hill
• Trenton 
• Smithfield
• Bridgeton
• New Bern (2 locations) 
• Jacksonville
• Snow Hill

LOW DISCOUNT PRICES.
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE.
Serving the  

prescription and  

durable medical  

equipment needs  

of the people of  

Eastern Notrth  

Carolina for  

over 23 years

•	 Kinston	(2	locations)
•	 Pink	Hill
•	 Trenton
•	 Smithfield
•	 Bridgeton
•	 New	Bern	(2	locations)
•	 Jacksonville
•	 Snow	Hill

 Most prescriptions filled in 15 minutes or less

Closet Boutique & Gifts

Owner: Wanda D. Joyner

Offering a wide variety in fashion handbags, jewelry, ladies apparel & more
Tre’ska, Zenzii, Nicole Lee USA, Punch Studio & more

Visit the ultimate accessory boutique
“Accessories that make lasting impressions”

3729-1 W. Wilson   St. Farmville, NC
252-315-2703

Wed-Thurs 4pm-7pm
Friday 11am-7pm
Saturday 11am-5pm
Sun-Tues by appointment

Ronda Rousey’s dog hates her cardboard cutout, 
space shoes

UFC star Ronda Rousey teases her dog with a cardboard cutout of herself. Photo courtesy of Ronda Rousey/
Instagram

Former UFC superstar 
Ronda Rousey teased her 
dog Mochi recently by 
chasing it with a cardboard 
cutout of herself.

Rousey posted a video of 
the experience on Sunday.

“How to confuse your 
dog,” she wrote on the cap-
tion on social media. “And 
yes, I am rockin Ripley’s @
reebok Alien stompers.”

In the video, Rous-
ey stands in a driveway 
and shows the cutout to 
Mochi. 

The cutout features an 
old photo of Rousey wear-
ing her bantamweight title 
belt. The dog immediately 
starts barking as Rousey 
pursues it to the end of the 
driveway. She eventually 
apologizes to her neighbors 
for the jawing.

Ellen Ripley’s Aliens 

space shoes were released 
in April. 

The limited release only 
featured men’s sizes. 

The shoes are exact rep-
licas of the ones Sigourney 
Weaver wore, staring as 
Ripley, in the 1986 fantasy/
thriller film. 

All 426 pairs of the shoes 
were sold out immediately. 
They were on sale for about 
$175.

The former UFC star has 
stayed active on social me-
dia despite her hiatus from 
competition. Her Instagram 
feed shows multiple photos 
of her family pets.

Rousey hasn’t had a fight 
in UFC since December 
when she lost to Amanda 
Nunes in UFC 2017. She 
has since stepped away 
from the sport to focus on 
show business.

Rousey got engaged to 
fellow UFC fighter Travis 
Browne in April.

By Alex Butler
UPI

Jerry Seinfeld denies Kesha a hug in viral video

Jerry Seinfeld is seen 
rejecting a hug from Kesha 
while giving an interview 
in a new video that has 
gone viral.

S e i n f e l d  w a s  a p -
proached by the pop star 
Monday as he was speak-
ing with 94.7 Fresh FM 
radio host Tommy McFly 
while on the red carpet 
for the National Night of 
Laughter and Song event 
at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington D.C.

“I’m Kesha, I love you 
so much! Can I give you 
a hug?” 

Kesha asked the come-
dian in the middle of his 

interview.
“No thanks,” Seinfeld 

responds putting his hand 
up. 

The 63-year-old then 
continued to deny Kesha 
who kept pushing for a 
“little” hug.

“I don’t know who that 
was,” Seinfeld says to 
McFly after Kesha leaves 
in disappointment. 

Upon learning that she 
was Kesha, Seinfeld re-
plies, “Well, I wish her 
the best.

McFlay shared the clip 
on Twitter writing, “@Ke-
shaRose found out @Jer-
rySeinfeld is not a #Hugger 
-- Is it hard to be a non-
hugger in 2017?”

By Wade Sheridan  
UPI

Jerry Seinfeld (L) and Jes-
sica Seinfeld arrive on the 
red carpet at the “SNL” 
40th Anniversary Special 
on February 15, 2015. 
Seinfeld is seen unwill-
ing to give singer Kesha a 
hug during a taped inter-
view. File Photo by John 
Angelillo/UPI | License 
Photo

LeBron James ejected in Cleveland Cavaliers’ win 

CLEVELAND - Kevin 
Love scored a season-high 
38 points, LeBron James 
was tossed from the game, 
and Dwyane Wade put a 
hurting on his old team in 
the Cleveland Cavaliers’ 
108-97 win over the Miami 
Heat on Tuesday.

The Cavs, who led the 
game by as many as 34 
points, have won nine 
straight for their longest 
regular-season winning 
streak since Jan. 15-Feb. 5, 
2015. The run began after 
they started the year 5-7.

Love added nine re-
bounds and shot 14 of 17 
from the foul line in 26 
minutes.

James was ejected with 

1:59 left in the third quar-
ter for arguing a non-call 
with referee Kane Fitzger-
ald. James screamed at 
Fitzgerald for not calling a 
foul against Hassan Whi-
teside on James’ drive to 
the hoop.

James, who was ejected 
for the first time in his 
career, finished with 21 
points, 12 rebounds, six 
assists and five steals.

Wade, who like James 
once starred with the Heat, 
scored 17 points off the 
Cleveland bench.

The Cavs set a season 
high with 75 points in the 
first half, and Love’s 32 
points were tied for the 
most by an opponent in a 
half in Miami history.

Dion Waiters led the 
Heat with 21 points on the 
night, and Bam Adebayo 
scored 19. Josh Richardson 
added 15, but Goran Dragic 
was limited to seven points 
on 1-of-5 shooting.

Tuesday marked the 
first time Heat coach Erik 
Spoelstra went against 
James and Wade at the 
same time. 

The two played for him 
on the Heat and went to 
four consecutive Finals 
from 2011-14.

“Yeah, when you see 
these guys in different uni-
forms it’s always like, ‘Re-
ally, that looks strange,’” 
Spoelstra said. 

“This league changes 
year to year. We’ve been 
through a myriad of chang-
es the last five years. A lot 
of new faces here. I love the 
team that we have in that 
locker room.”

Love scored 22 in the 
first quarter alone. On Nov. 
23, 2016, he set an NBA 
record with 34 in the first 
quarter against Portland. 
He finished with 40 points 
that night.

Cleveland led by as 

many as 18 in the first 
quarter and was up 35-24 
when it was over. Waiters 
scored 13 in the first.

NOTES: Cavs G Iman 
Shumpert (left knee sore-
ness) missed Tuesday’s 
game. 

He played seven min-
utes Monday in a win in 
Philadelphia, but coach 
Tyronn Lue said Shumpert 
“felt fine, and then once he 
played those minutes he 
said he didn’t feel right.” 
Shumpert had missed three 
games with the injury prior 
to Monday night. ... Lue 
said the next step in Cavs 
G Isaiah Thomas’ road to 

a return is for the injured 
All-Star to play two-on-
two and three-on-three at 
practice, but there was no 
timetable for that yet. 

Thomas hasn’t played 
this season because of a 
torn labrum and other right 
hip injuries. ... Heat coach 
Erik Spoelstra said David 
Fizdale, his former as-
sistant who was fired as 
Memphis’ head coach on 
Monday, would not be re-
joining the Heat staff. 

“He’s a head coach,” 
Spoelstra said. ... The Heat 
finishes its four-game road 
trip Wednesday in New 
York.

By The Sports Xchange
UPI
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Classes begin January 22, 2018.
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‘Justice League’ tops the North American box office with $96M

The superhero ensem-
ble movie Justice League 
is No. 1 in North America 
this weekend with $96 
million in receipts, BoxOf-
ficeMojo.com announced 
Sunday. Coming in at No. 
2 is Wonder with $27.1 
million, followed by Thor: 
Ragnarok at $21.8 million 
at No. 3, Daddy’s Home 2 
at No. 4 with $14.8 million 
and Murder on the Ori-
ent Express at No. 5 with 
$13.8 million.

Rounding out the top 
tier are The Star at No. 6 

with $10 million, A Bad 
Moms Christmas at No. 
7 with $6.9 million, Lady 
Bird at No. 8 with $2.5 
million, Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri 
at No. 9 with $1.1 million 
and Jigsaw at No. 10 with 
$1.07 million.

By:  Karen Butler  
UPI

Cast members Jason Mo-
moa, Henry Cavill, Ezra 
Miller, Gal Gadot, Ray 
Fisher and Ben Affleck 
(L-R) attend the premiere 
of “Justice League” in Los 
Angeles on November 13. 
Photo by Jim Ruymen/
UPI | License Photo
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Jay-Z, Kendrick Lamar, Bruno Mars lead 2018 Grammy nominations

The Recording Acad-
emy announced Tuesday 
the nominees for the 60th 
annual Grammy Awards 
with Jay-Z leading the pack 
ahead of Kendrick Lamar, 
Bruno Mars and Childish 
Gambino.

The nominees for the 

top four main categories in-
cluding Album of the Year, 
Record of the Year, Song of 
the Year and Best New Art-
ist were announced on CBS 
This Morning by singer and 
songwriter Andra Day.

Album of the Year will 
be decided between Jay-Z’s 
4:44, DAMN from Lamar, 
24K Magic from Mars, 
Awaken, My Love! from 

Gambino and Melodrama 
by Lorde.

Record of the Year will 
be between Jay-Z’s “The 
Story of O.J.”, Kendrick 
Lamar ’s “HUMBLE”, 
Mars’ “24K”, Gambino’s 
“Redbone” and “Despaci-
to” by Luis Fonsi & Daddy 
Yankee featuring Justin 
Bieber. Song of the Year 
nominees include Jay-Z’s 

“4:44”, Julia Michaels’ “Is-
sues”, Logic with Alessia 
Cara and Khalid’s “1-800-
273-8255”, Mars’ “That’s 
What I Like” and Luis 
Fonsi & Daddy Yankee 
featuring Justin Bieber 
song “Despacito.”

Best New Artist nomi-
nees include Alessia Cara, 
Khalid, Lil Uzi Vert, Julia 
Michaels and SZA.

Jay-Z earned eight nom-
inations with Lamar behind 
him with seven, Mars with 
six and Gambino, the al-
ter ego of actor Donald 
Glover, netting five along 
with Khalid and producer 
No I.D.

The ceremony is set to 
be hosted by James Corden 
of Late Late Show fame 
and will take place Sun-

day Jan. 28 from Madison 
Square Garden in New 
York City. Adele domi-
nated the Grammy Awards 
last year with her release 25 
earning Album of the Year 
and Best Pop Vocal Album. 
The singer won also Song 
of the Year, Record of the 
Year and Best Pop Solo 
Performance for her hit 
single “Hello.”

By:  Wade Sheridan   
UPI
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La Voz Latina
Mariah Carey’s Christmas tour delayed again

Music superstar Mariah 
Carey says she is “on the 
mend,” but still not ready 
to begin her Christmas 
concert tour.

“Doctors have ordered 
a few extra days of rest 
before I can finally fly to 
New York and take the 
stage for my Christmas 
Tour,” Carey tweeted Fri-
day.  “While this news 
disappoints me to share, 
I am grateful to be on the 
mend and for the support 
from all of you -- it means 
the world to me! See you 
from the stage soon dar-
lings!”

Carey, 47, announced 
earlier this month that 
she was forced to scrap 
several planned shows 
because she had an up-
per respiratory infection, 
following the flu. People 
magazine said Carey had been scheduled to kick off her tour in Ontario Nov. 17, but is now expected to begin the string of shows in New York Dec. 2.

By Karen Butler 
UPI

Ailing Mariah Carey says she hopes to begin her Christmas concert tour in New York Dec. 2. File Photo by Jim Ruymen/UPI | License Photo
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Beyonce tops Forbes’ 2017 highest paid women in music list

Beyonce is Forbes’ 2017 
highest paid woman in mu-
sic, earning $105 million 
pretax. This year Beyonce 
had her sixth No. 1 with 
Lemonade and performed 
in her successful Formation 
World Tour, which grossed 
a quarter of a billion dol-
lars. She took time off in 
the summer to have twins 
Rumi and Sir in June.

Next on the list is Adele 
who earned $69 million on 
tour. Adele also came in 
second last year for earning 
$80.5 million from sales of 
her album 25. Last year’s 
winner, Taylor Swift, came 
in third place this year with 
$44 million. Celine Dion 
came in 4th place, earning 
$42 million from her Las 
Vegas residency. Jennifer 
Lopez came in fifth with 
$38 million from her Las 
Vegas residency and her TV 
show, World of Dance.

 By Sheri Elfman   
UPI

Beyonce earned $105 million pre-tax in 2017. File Photo by Christine Chew/UPI | License Photo

GM unveils self-driving Chevy Bolt in San Francisco test drives
General Motors unveiled 

its autonomous Chevy Bolt 
on Wednesday and allowed 
media and analysts to take a 
test ride in the self-driving 
vehicle. GM provided a 
look at the results of its 
work with San Francisco 
startup Cruise Automation. 
Company President Dan 
Ammann said GM plans 
to mass produce its self-
driving cars in a matter of 
“quarters, not years.” “Stay 
tuned,” he said.

GM allowed media and 
analysts to hail one of the 
vehicles, a Bolt electric 
vehicle equipped with about 
40 radar and lidar sensors, 
through an app. They rode 
through actual city traffic to 
one of several pre-set desti-
nations. A Cruise employee 
was stationed behind the 
wheel of each vehicle with 
another in the passenger 
seat pointing out potential 
obstacles.

By David Uria
UPI

General Motors unveiled its self-driving Chevy Bolt, seen here undergoing testing 
in October, and allowed media and analysts to take a ride through San Francisco 
traffic in the vehicle. Photo by Dllu/Wikimedia Commons UPI
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